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Population and Development Strategies in Lebanon
Missed Opportunities and Potential Opportunities
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Abstract: This research reviews the evolution of demographic conditions and economic,
social and environmental trends over the past four decades, and addresses the content
of the most prominent policies, strategies and programs developed to address the
topic of "Population, Economic Development and Environment,” seeking to show how
opportunities were missed forachieving goals that fall within the framework of Lebanon's
commitment for realizing the Cairo Conference on Population and Development Program
of Action, the Millennium Development Goals, and the 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals, and viewing prospective opportunities and future directions for population and
development strategies. The paper concludes by spotlighting anticipated opportunities
to develop a comprehensive framework for sustainable development that integrates the
various dimensions of development called for by the 2030 Agenda, from which follow
sectoral strategies, policies and plans.

Keywords: Lebanon, Lebanese Demography Population, Economic Development and the
Environment, Population and Development Strategies, Sustainable Development.
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United Nations/Department of Economic and Social Affairs/Population Division, World Population
Prospects 2019, Volume II: Demographic Profiles (New York: United Nations, 2019), p. 718.
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Abstract: Understanding the facts and needs of population in Palestine is critical to
understanding and interpreting demographic developments, especially those related
to demographic distribution and transformation. The Palestinian territories are
distinguished by unique component types of population due to Palestine's political
realities and the context of forced displacements. Demographic transformation and
the associated decrease in fertility rates and the increase in the percentage of working
age individuals of provide an opportunity to achieve a demographic dividend. This
paper undertakes the study and analysis of future demographic expectations and
development needs, examining potential challenges and opportunities for policy makers
and development planners in Palestine to benefit optimally from this dividend, make
investments, and institute appropriate planning.

Keywords: Palestine, Israeli occupation, Palestinian Demography, Demographic Dividend,
Development.
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