205 YN

Mounir Kchaou** *qu Al o

Pl asjlaoe
6alo Ariya Wljgiq Grilole iljgi

The Paradox of Liberation: Secular Revolutions and
Religious Counterrevolutions

8lans Ly il sy dilede )55 1 5 el B5las <o LsJl
The Paradox of Liberation: Secular Revolutions JL‘;BH 3l gl
and Religious Counterrevolutions )

(s JSKL) Michael Walzer <
(3a>esall LY 4)) New Haven : Jriipite
(U dnel dxJ2s) Yale University Press : e

Yelo Jvﬂd‘éﬁ)‘s
WY o olial sus

255 @l sd sl Bl 1wl Jlgw e SLSIN e 3 5355 Kb e 1 pasele
O LS tmy T30 iy S8 iglly bl ol 5l b bl Bilole b
Sl e Ailius (liberationist) & ;55 O o by el sl 1 lS ol
lan g slenta¥l pe il i o Lgmmal y B sl 5 Ll B La yills & el
Cnh et 5581 il O 5y ) £yl oSy iLakally bl sl
Lo s c3 il g5 pad Uaomta (0 o ol e 3 81l adlss]y il
b ¢S Oludl ods < Lol Bl el ] doen ST 65 5l Al I
sl Jalis o s b sl 5ol ol e sl 21 1l 3Ll
Cotolly ob Il Ll dlas e dBbleall Aoyl (6 5dll Lsliadls Ce..a,mﬂ J=1s ol

B poladly Bl £33 L) iy Gaainzs . 5 Baalr B Bedl] o 3 Dl s Sl
sksk Professor of Higher Education in the Philosophy Department of Tunis University, he specializes in Modern and
Contemporary Ethics, and Political Philosophy.



Issue 4/16 aa=ll
Spring 2016 &y

gﬁt‘i‘? M‘j%w‘dﬁyw‘)ﬁ)ﬂ\‘u@WLf@%‘J*M‘
J:’WJ"‘;"?J iy ) O\J.L:J\ a.l.éhg;éi:.’...a'.,\.ﬂ :\15\:.>>“ S gmo )J’JJJMZAL?) JGEJI

gl & Sl b gl el S s & geaal
O $b Glaswl (dbl e (Wdlo= (Lildde Glus s ¢ o s tdelias oldS
iy o el esgedl Oz Sl el A (i el ¢ Sl o] cdigdl 1l

(a:LES WCodsd (&lo cSSL,b,a S)jj ci.;;ib 3:3‘.?-1 cdﬁ)}i‘« O 4‘5)@.3 cLs.JJLé

Abstract: In his book, Michael Walzer addresses a fundamental question: why
have secular, modernizing, national liberation revolutions in Algeria, Israel,
and India given rise to religious counterrevolutions? In answering, Walzer
explains that the movements which led the revolutions in these countries were
‘liberationist» in character but differed from national liberation movements
which combined liberation from colonial rule with demands for democracy and
secularism. The irony of liberation, he notes, is that the elite leadership in each
case sought to inject their nations with modernism and liberate people from
underdevelopment but at the same time showed little enthusiasm for projects
of radical change. Moreover, they misjudged the extent of religious sentiment
within their societies. He notes how the exclusion of conservative religious
forces from the processes of national construction and social modernization
proved to be a mistake and that these groups needed to be incorporated into the
project of state building and encouraged to accept modernization and change.
Walzer gives a compelling explanation for the rise of religious fundamentalist
revivalism in the three countries. However, the implicit view that Zionism is
comparable with Algerian and Indian national liberation movements leaves the
work open to critique.

Keywords: Walzer, Liberation, Emancipation, Modernism, Democracy,
Colonialism, Fanon, Algeria, India, Israel, Zionism, Algerian National Liberation
Front, India Congress Party, Ben Bella, Mahatma Ghandi, Nehru, Ben Gurion,
Religious Revivalism, Counter-Revolution, Modernity, Modernization, Progress
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