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Tribal «Belonging» Today
Implications and Transformations
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Abstract: Tribes, clans, and extended families affect — positively and negatively,
overtly and subtly — the social systems of the countries and regions of which
they are a part. We identify areas and issues for deeper focus and provide
examples from contemporary Middle Eastern and other societies in which tribes
significantly or uniquely impact the social and political order. Tribes, the idea
of tribe, and public genealogies of the elite, sometimes considered vestiges of
earlier social orders of declining importance, have adapted to modern social
conditions and have far-reaching implications.
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(1) Jacques Berque, «Qu’est-ce qu’une ‘tribu’ nord-africaine?,» dans: Jacques Berque, Maghreb, histoire et sociétés,
sociologie nouvelle. Situations; 7 (Gembloux: Duculot; Alger: Société nationale d’édition et de diffusion (S.N.E.D.),
1974), pp. 22-47 [orig. 1954], et Ernest Renan, Qu ‘est-ce qu 'une nation?: Conférence faite en Sorbonne, le 11 Mars
1882 (Paris: Calman-Lévy, 1882).

(2) Yoav Alon, The Shaykh of Shaykhs: Mithqal al-Fayiz and Tribal Leadership in Modern Jordan (Stanford, Calif.:
Stanford University Press, 2016).
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(4) Abd Ar-Rahman bin Muhammed Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah: An Introduction to History, Translated from

the Arabic by Franz Rosenthal, Bollingen Series; 43, 3 vols., 2" ed., with corrections and augmented bibliography
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1967), pp. 249-355.

(5) Ludwig Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations, Translated by G. E. M. Anscombe (Oxford: B. Blackwell, 1953).
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(7) Amatzia Baram, «Neo-Tribalism in Iraq: Saddam Hussein’s Tribal Policies, 1991-1996,» International Journal of
Middle East Studies, vol. 29, no. 1 (February 1997), pp. 1-31.

(8) Dawn Chatty, «The Bedouin in Contemporary Syria: The Persistence of Tribal Authority and Control,» Middle East
Journal, vol. 64, no. 1 (December 2010), p. 49.

(9) Ibid., pp. 46 and 49.
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Goody and Emanuel Marx, Cambridge Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology; 72 (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge
University Press, 1990).

(11) I. M. Lewis, «Kin II-Sung in Somalia: The End of Tribalism?,» in: William A. Shack and Percy S. Cohen (eds.),
Politics in Leadership: A Comparative Perspective (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1979), pp. 13-44.

(12) Dale F. Eickelman, «Culture and Identity in the Middle East: How they Influence Governance,» in: Neyla Arnas
(ed.), Fighting Chance: Global Trends and Shocks in the National Security Environment (Washington, DC: Potomac
Books, 2009), p. 157.
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