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The Problem of Building a Unified National Army in a
Regionally Divided Society
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Abstract: This study deals with one of the most important issues for the
rebuilding of the Somali state after the collapse of the regime in the 1990s, and
the ensuing disintegration and breakdown of the state’s institutions: the building
of a unified national army. As a power the army represents all the regions and
serves to restore confidence within a regionally divided society. It may also
facilitate the building of other state institutions. The study adopts a descriptive
- historical method and uses interviews with key figures. It identifies political,
sociological, technical, and material difficulties hindering the formation of the
army, and makes recommendations to overcome it.

Keywords: Unified Army - Divided Society - State Building - Federal
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(1) Population Estimation Survey, 2014 (Nairobi: United Nations Population Fund, Somalia Country Office, 2014),
p. 22.
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(2) Mohamed Haji Mukhtar, Historical Dictionary of Somalia, African Historical Dictionary Series; no. 87, New ed.
(Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow Press, 2003), p. 35.
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(11) Friederike Teutsch, Collapsing Expectation: National Identity and Disintegration of the State of Somalia,
Occasional Papers; 78 (Edinburgh: Centre of African Studies, Edinburgh University, 1999), Accessed on 17/4/2016,

at: http://www.cas.ed.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf file/0018/27342/No_078_ Collapsing_Expectation-_National
Identity_and_Distingr.pdf.

(12) Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed, Halgan iyo Hagardaamo: Taariikh Nololeed = Struggle and Conspiracy: A Memoir
(Stockholm: Scansom Publishers, 2012), p. 235.
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(13) Bronwyn E. Bruton and Paul D. Williams, Counterinsurgency in Somalia: Lessons Learned from the African Union

Mission in Somalia, 2007 - 2013, JSOU Report; 14 - 5 (MacDill Air Force Base, Florida: JSOU Press, 2014), p. 5.

(14) Mohamed Mubarak, «Somali Military Has More Problems than Lack of Guns,» African Arguments, 26/2/2014,
Accessed on 6/7/2016, at: http:/africanarguments.org/2014/02/26/somali-military-has-more-problems-than-lack-of-
guns-by-mohamed-mubarak/.

(15) Bruton and Williams, p. 6.
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