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The Demographic Gift in the Arab World:
a Blessing or a Time Bomb for Morocco?

LAJ}.@.EJ 4:3}\.9‘5 s.)}&a.“ Lé J’K...J\ }Q-J\ )LW.A J.;Joﬁ Jl a.wa.H o.j.‘ﬁ dl@: u.ﬂ?'v-ld
b At alall ada 3G g ) G LS (31,2 pau ) Egll e llaa]
e bz O Adleadl 45 ol Led Loy cdelazN1 LslasVl ol a5l an
Ao 3Gk s el Of Laslie G ] Lo 5 cadomtodl a1 L3 3T 1 2yl
3 @‘fﬁ.ﬂ‘ sJa LI CL’?JL)‘ U'A\JS J& a..wb.u‘ J&'QZJ .2003 (aLO J ((@‘fﬂuu‘ 3:.@5‘))
BJJ:LEJ\ oda CMA\JJ )3}\..5\ C‘)L"- el J.:H_g uL.ZJ\ 6}5 8 e BJJ&LE u.cu' o uJ,auJ\
J515 el e glite e 5 hazedl LA Alay (6 grme iyl 5 S gl OaTl e Ll
R B FYCCN WP P PR FE C SR S R PR IRV P | S10 e OS5 . ezl
Yl plpel Bl g

godl (LN Juins ¢ 31 18 gl JLasY! (bl 2 ganddl L) dLidedl ST
JEU R WS

Abstract: This study investigates population growth in Morocco and its
relationship with what is termed the demographic gift. It aims to understand the
effects of this exceptional phenomenon on some economic and social indicators
including the spatial mobility of the population. Adopting the approach used by
the UN, the study concludes that Morocco - in theory - entered the phase of the
demographic gift in 2003. The paper discusses the co-occurrence of the opening
of the demographic window in Morocco and the growth of youth and labor
emigration, accompanied by unplanned urbanization, increasing unemployment
rates for educated youth, and a weakened societal value system. This new reality

has been a main motivation for the repeated popular protests seen in Morocco
over recent years.

Keywords: Demographic Gift, Demographic Transition, Dependency Rate,
Economic Growth, Migration
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