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Witness and Historian in Morocco:
Conflict or Complementarity?
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Addressing a problem in Moroccan historical scholarship, this paper examines the dialectical relationship between
witness (especially historical and political actors) and academic historian; between testimony and history. The
paper arose in a context in which greater resources are available for Moroccan historical research, and where a
greater openness about past events is possible. The proliferation of sources led to misunderstanding and conflict
between historians and witnesses over which has the greater right to write the history of the period. This article
sets down some early demarcations and suggests dividing lines between the two kinds of writing.

Keywords: Memory, Testimony, History of the Present Moment, Historian, Witness.

.qp2all bl yualall aana d2aly gpleall Ayylill Aliwl  *
Professor of Contemporary History, Mohamed V University, Rabat, Morocco.

100



i SJalsi al glyo :pall (né 3jgallg aalil
-

Glwlya (_J:r}\)‘l

JdDaa

Al o d5e3y . 2 Jhos 3 & 5l5 aaladl o 5,8l 8,315 20 )1 o buall LISE] Elyd] Vi Joliss
3,130 S g 8,3 Y1 Slgiad] IMS Cye T 1Al i SLis ] e @y U3 gl 1£3505 opal)l oyl
ey & SlomY1 0)93 aslaty walal] w55 Egig ¢ W Slasl ol Claleadl VoY1 850l Glay Hlaill BBY 13,155
2l gl o grolod) €550 e s 05 o) comlly o] ansle il e HESIB o, W1 3yl e
Logd woles ol by as 3l salil] loud

L= Liitiil Jalgeg &pSIall Gluai

M sgiall JUS Leelely ¢ MY dag Lol Blosdl) 3558 io Lo Jul5 (555 (I lalped] odn ]
Vg Lpwlend) LSy o2yl peadly A1) padly el SH Jro f0 o 92 Lo Loied ST a5y Y]
Bl g3l ol 3 ol ISV 3 655 g <Gl O Lo Lo 5ol lmio o il 1 gl
Byl laleetd o 18 330 ¢SV M (o elen¥) ol g3l @iy @Ikl (yo S 555 LS A1 o]
Sl Oraaladl pact Gl G podl Glus Ueom Lo g 390l
LU 5l oo 231 wried 80lgidl las 3 5l (ASd) ElY) M slgw fagpal] slexl calisy
agilly ¢ Bl JWI) & lanzaV) 85001 S dorlual] Loglal] 336 g «(plin (Voo yea¥ly ¢ 311 o] L)
5all IS &bl 8ol slosj (yo ey c(oan s ccnlasd] oS0l sy 83l oy )y ol dmdg (5
i s S gy (oM @)SI neg il JMe Jro fIMERY) O ) Eglalid] Bikal] 3 slges clonds
eMSY) Eaglsd) Gl 8 ol «(giaize danly gy oole] aieg e(iligll e dozo Jto ¢ MYy (g)0il]
o Aoy dibgll Bl (e 385 bedmy (MY 58 il 836 e 23Sy (Ghg)) (oled] o £ oyl
s eyl ie) SRSV SbuVly c(opdy S o sarll) Epmil] lsil]  Zbogll Sbu¥l o ¢ Sz
o) ool e ] dsssge (i (ol S dnitl] Byod) g c(omp s gl domag ¢ (5L oo
byl Bl s )5 53Y S )Sieg () Al ae) (LlBgenll abgll 38 f 63T Glinly (ol
Abg)l 8] plegl oo (IS (61 (g ST palod] L) ol Bl L lazl 1 (5dISUT Bolall s ol Sio)
o2 Slgtay dogugll 781 M clus¥] Gt oS lgnl Lbes asS Lo J) B3] «(cyloxia¥] g8l dosse
Ay o pidly Byl dany ¢ Bgdlae Slgzg ) dezmag ¢ Bojll sesl) waMile o 31,31 51 ¢ ol
Gbeall o toniel] pamy (lomng s 3:d50) sanly oplodl ble domo) (pead SV i) (ang c(wmnds
Sl bl (Olgeall (b degorma gas bbb gyall) lally c(Lonpes «omoldl Wby ccsolal] Lilaas)
JW1S pbe o 1Y Lan IS i ol WS Eabge o5 il T ) )Y juo0 LS ((6)l5d] dasxe)

1 Annette Wierviorka, L'ére du témoin (Paris: Pluriel, 2002).
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2 Frangois Hartog, "Le témoin et l'historien," Gradhiva, no. 27 (2000); Sonia Combe, "Témoins et historiens: pour une reconciliation," in:
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3 Mohamed Kenbib, "Ecriture et réécriture de 1' histoire contemporaine du Maroc," in: Mohamed Kenbib (coordination), Du protectorat a
l'indépendance problématique du temps présent, série colloques et séminaire, no. 133 (Casablanca: Imprimerie Najah eljadida, 2006), p. 26.
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