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The Battle of Kosovo 1389: From Myth Making to Ideology
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The battle of Kosova (in Ottoman Turkish), or Kosovo (in Slavic), which took place on June 28, 1389 between
the Ottoman Sultan Murad I and his allies and the Serbian prince Lazar Hrebeljanovic, is a critical but also
puzzling historical event taking place at the end of the middle ages in Europe. It was the first battle in which an
Ottoman sultan met his death — this being the only certain fact about the battle. The details of the battle are were
not accurately recorded and therefore subsequently left to the poetic imagination of those who wanted to make
use of the battle according to the historical and political context in the region over the following centuries. To
begin with, the battle served as a symbol of the conflict between Islam and Christianity until the 18th century.
Then it became a symbol of rising nationalist ideology in the 19th century and nationalist revival at the end of the
20th century in the post-communist period. Right up to the beginning of the present century, the battle of Kosovo
remains on open symbol for the future, reflecting the reality of powers and alliances in the Balkans.
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1 Noel Malcolm, Kosovo: A Short History (London: Macmillan, 1998), pp. 48 - 49.
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2 Oliver Jeans Schmitt, Kosova: Histori e shkurter e nje treve gendrore ballkanike, perktheu Enver Robolli (Prishtine: Koha, 2012), pp.
43 - 44.
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Peter Tan, Kosovska bitka (Beograd 1968); Instituti i histories, Beteja e Kosoves 1389, (Tirane 2005). ) N
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6 Mihajlo Dinic, "Dva savremenika o boju na Kosovu", Glas SK4, CLXXXII (Beograd 1940), pp. 133 - 148; Rade Mihajlcic, The Battle of

Kosovo in History and in Popular Tradition (Beograd: BIGZ, 1989), pp. 47 - 48.

7 Mihajlcic, pp. 49 - 51.
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Shefqet Pllana, "Epika popullore shqiptare mbi Luften e Kosoves 1389," Seminari i kultures shqiptare per te huaj 2 (Prishtine: 1976), pp.
111 - 128; Fatos Arapi, "Kenge popullore per Luften e Kosoves," Studime historike 2 (Tirane 1983), pp. 65 - 76.
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Evlija Celebi, Putopis, prevod i komentar Hazim Sabanovic, (Sarajevo: V.Maslesa, 1979), p. 269.

13 Vuk Karadzic, Srpske narodne pjesme 11 (Wien 1854).

14  Vladimir Bovan, Antologija srpske narodne epike sa Kosova i Metohije (Pristina: 1974).
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