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Hayden White,s Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe has remained an essential
book for understanding the nature of historical writing. In this classic work, White argues that a deep structural
content lies beyond the surface level of historical texts. This latent poetic and linguistic content - which White
dubs the metahistorical element - essentially serves as a paradigm for what an appropriate historical explanation
should be. To support his thesis, White analyzes the complex writing styles of historians like Michelet, Ranke,
Tocqueville, and Burckhardt, and philosophers of history such as Marx, Hegel, Nietzsche, and Croce. The first
work in the history of historiography to concentrate on historical writing as writing, Metahistory sets out to
deprive history of its status as a bedrock of factual truth, to redeem narrative as the substance of historicality,
and to identify the extent to which any distinction between history and ideology on the basis of the presumed
scientificity of the former is spurious.
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Researcher and deputy director of the book translation unit, Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Beirut Office, Lebanon.
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Hayden White, Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe, Fortieth-Anniversary Edition (Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2014 [1973]), pp. 1 - 41.
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Claude Levi Strauss, The Savage Mind (London, 1966), pp. 257 - 62; and idem, "Overture to le cru et cuit," in Structuralism, ed, Jacques
Ehrmann (New York, 1966), pp. 47 - 48.
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The Order of Things: an Archeology of the Human Sciences (New York, 1971) pp. 259ft.; and L'Arche’ologie du savoire (Paris, 1969), pp. 264ff.
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Louis O. Mink, "Philosophical Analysis and Historical Understanding," Review of Metaphysics, 21, no. 4 (June, 1968), pp. 667 - 98.
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William H. Dray, ed., Philosophical Analysis and History (New York, 1966). |
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