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Microhistory: Two or Three Things That I know about it
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E This article explores the origins of the term "microhistory" and, particularly, its use by the Italian school. It shows
_“\ the connection and the intersection with "microhistory" and a host of related themes in the development of the
3 enterprise of history, such as the history of events, local history and new history. Microhistory is characterized by

‘ a very specific set of characteristic features: a reduced scope of focus, meticulous analysis of specific documents,

a refusal to choose between autobiography and chronological history; interest in narration; being part of the

M narrative; transforming the search for truth into being part of exposing the truth; awareness that all stages through
By which the research unfolds are built and are not a priori true. Microhistory insists on the context, affirming
whether the topic is of acknowledged importance or pertaining to insignificant worlds. In this way the relation

between the micro dimension and the broader contextual dimension become the binding principle in narration.

IKeywords: Italian microhistory, Event History, Local History, Short History, Chronological History.
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"Il piccolo, il grande, il piccolo: Intervista a Giovanni Levi," Meridiana (September 1990), p. 229.
daoly 48 > ade pl8 (Il bl g5 cORION o805 Ao ¢liyoaJlS &Yy daols (§ Ul )L>| &Boo Jany slagis¥l i LAl e cifes 2

(YRL Ll g 850 Y1 lpgowsl) s | UCLA uglosil yog) <Ly 5lS

] e gy ouned Sy AU 8 Ol (90 (e b ks po¥l i ye )l &g, Lg)...:ﬁ”Q:.:K).QJag 3
George R. Stewart, The Year of the Oath: The Fight for Academic Freedom at the University of California (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1950),
p. 90.
eI e 5 o Solssia s g2 byl 4 o) o o 95l g i) ol Urnls 095 o ol 1 0 250l " 385y551S s
: ]
Ernst Kantorowicz, The Fundamental Issue: Documents and Marginal Notes on the University of California Loyalty Oath (San Francisco, CA:
Parker Print, 1950), p. 1.
oMel sl J) Bls) sl 4

Madison S. Beeler, "George R. Stewart: Toponomyst," Names 24 (June 1976), pp. 77-85 (The fascicle is entitled Festschrift in Honor of
Professor George R. Stewart); Joseph M. Backus, "Interview: George R. Stewart on Names and Characters," Names 9 (March 1961), pp. 51-57;
John Caldwell, George R. Stewart (Boise, ID: Boise State University, 1981).

5 George R. Stewart, "The Regional Approach to Literature," College English 9 (April 1948), pp. 370-375.

128



{ % C iy
Alanyi ,1)1| aic taye] Lyl & gf glinds
Jril\%-:u

OSTOUR

Gradll" o clides Jadl 438,11 cllalasdlly Lail 5dl colasy dele s m)l 956 « 3 o) ]y Do)l o
O gy oxil doal iy Ol By <0ls5 3 Giaj (2558 § i Symn Ao Ul " (00a)] sy 2:55-110 561 3)
Log oLy 5 3 &y 3501 Aaoelll 5., 301 39" il a8m Lo ¢ ogusge Jpwaits ¢ s Womy ¢ BlSCog Glo gl 32501 1 yousg
£ il Bpno a5 O Jlosn) e OISJ ey 3l0) 7593 et £ o & g (- 35S 2yl o 155 3] ¢ S
31 B oyl G a5lsl) B oy Baoeil] LG pnadlize costy s> S35 @i O il o 8" il g5 L
O35S il 3 5l Eomtn 529 oy 0 il 3wl g5 i Jaly 1 2Mle 55 ) Jgoeily

LS Ludlist ] pedlpos g sp SanSo Eoly sl (plsi e Blas s 29 dog Cls gl n o
b (35291 0,1 ot 3 &358 1005 1968 ple (3 i sSunSo § ol Al edll lgiall § Microhistory
VI gzl e yg) 3.3.»)1 e Je « Sl ads Pueblo en vilo: Microhistoria de San José de Gracia L3 \s S dawgs
U5 ellyise T JNBLAS o g ulitad)] luailns: Lo g ol g 53gumel) 31 K Wi By 8 anile
Zoolal) Goolye 35l g W1 51 i oy golisal) (@) YT ey o Lusly (63 dumngs Ol Ly Lo g el oleg
S 2l Jos Dglig Jge ligdituns cuallyint 0155 525 o (A5 yolaie o el S yslaio o ogiSLl < Jxl
& wnao 0l 3 i 0 anlo e8] e (Luspdlly L305¥1 ] 3y el ol 31) oland! 3 dy 8 QS et
li2.5 < "Teoria de la microhistoria” "33 o)Wl & )lai" g "Elarte de lamicrohistoria” " 3 3od 2o, 8" b ¢ pdlde
&b Jl dagas Bgedg (1973) Invitacién a la microhistoria 329 g W JlBges « Jlgdl e cbiowwg ¢ ysis goomo Lg
ASinSo Ol ygiinio Lg el ol CYus Qi Oy (I Slxaall oda 39 (1982) Nueva invitacién a la microhistoria 4
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6 George R. Stewart, Pickett's Charge: A Microhistory of the Final Attack on Gettysburg, July 3, 1863 (Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin, 1959), pp. viii.

7 Ibid,, p. ix.

oy O ol @) 893 Syl ) Bitie lelasmns 1S U3 O <" land | g 550 S ] 15LglS il 1S 90" 8yl S g ) v 5L5Y1 8
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9 Luis Gonzalez y Gonzalez, Pueblo en vilo: Microhistoria de San José de Gracia (Mexico: El Colegio de Mexico, 1968), p. 2: "La pequenez,

pero la pequenez tipica" (the reference to Leuilliot, p. 16); Luis Gonzalez, San José de Gracia: Mexican Village in Transition, John Upton
(trans.), (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1974).

10 Luis Aboites, La revolucin mexicana en Espita, 1910-1940: Microhistoria de la formacin del Estado de la revolucin (Mexico: Centro de
Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropologia Social, 1982).

11 Luis Gonzalez y Gonzalez, "El arte de la microhistoria," in: Invitacin a la microhistoria (Mexico: Sepsetentas, 1973), pp. 12, 14.

12 Ibid., p. 13. Introduction was reprinted partially under the title: "Histoire et sociologie," in: Fernand Braudel, Ecrits sur ['Histoire (Paris:
Flammarion, 1969), pp. 97-122 (now in English: F. Braudel, On History, Sarah Matthews (trans.), (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980).
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13 Braudel, "History and Sociology," in: On History, Sara Matthews (trans.), (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1980), pp. 74-75;
Braudel, "Histoire et sociolgie," Ecrits sur ['Histoire (Paris: Flammarion, 1969), pp. 97-122. "Le fait divers (sinon I'événement, ce socio- drame)
est répétition, régularité, multitude et rien ne dit, de fagon absolue, que son niveau soit sans fertilité, ou valeur, scientifique. Il faudrait y regarder
de pres".

14 See the section entitled: "Fait divers, fait d'histoire," with contributions by Maria Pia Di Bella, et al., Annales: Economics, Sociétés,
Civilisations 38 (July-August 1983), pp. 821-919.
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Michelle Perrot, "Fait divers et histoire au XIXe siecle," p. 917.
0o o)l.u.'ng e ‘,g(lé.i(;jﬂ,o;ﬁll By Ll ol asleoe yo yyio p podl Ul dlaall JI5 Y 15

Georges Charachidzé, La Mémoire indo-européenne du Caucase (Paris: Hachette, 1987), pp. 131-132. "Ce que j'avais voulu appeler, par jeu,

(KL}

'microhistoire'.
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Raymond Queneau, The Blue Flowers, Barbara Wright (trans.), (New York: Atheneum, 1967).
1§ coipdll Bl (30 8o L5 o 0 a5 6
Raymond Queneau, Les fleurs bleues (Paris: Gallimard, 1965), pp. 84-8s. N N
"Que voulez-vous savoir au juste?"
"Ce que tu penses de l'histoire universelle en général et de I'histoire générale en particulier. J'écoute".
"Je suis bien fatigue, dit le chapelain”.
"Tu te reposeras plus tard. Dis-mois, ce Concile de Bale, est-ce de I'histoire universelle?"
"Oui-da. De l'histoire universelle en général".
"Et mes petits canons?"
"De I'histoire générale en particulier".
"Et le mariage des mes filles?"
"A peine de 'histoire événementielle. De la microhistoire, tout au plus".
"De la quoi? hurle le duc d'Auge. Quel diable de langage est-ce 1a? Serait-ce aujourd’hui ta Pentecote?"
"Veuillez m'excuser, messire. C'est, voyez-vous, la fatigue".
i3 ol i Gl 21 89,01 o guaill G cllasie 5T ) )
Ruggiero Romano, "Un modéle pour I'histoire," in: Raymond Queneau, Andrée Bergens (ed.), (Paris:"Editions de IHerne, 1975), p. 288.
L;)><J| Zo,WL Y L},\><J| Sl dlo ol
17 See: L. Gonzales [sic], Les Barrieres de la solitude: Histoire universelle de San José de Gracia, village mexicain, Anny Meyer (trans.),
(Paris: Plon, 1977).

(uiBog g0 ég,)b‘" -l ub Sl iy il ‘("goJ.C Jsae" L;l <"voce dotta" daog B3aL1) "Microstoria” Js-all Gkl lia I ool ool i 18

(38 Ll (S05) By e ST g - "y 8 pcaisen il
The Grande dizionario della lingua italiana, ed. Salvatore Battaglia, 10 vols. (Turin: UTET, 1961-1978), 10:365.

19 Primo Levi, The Periodic Table, Raymond Rosenthal (trans.), (New York: Schocken Books, 1984), p. 224.
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20 See: Italo Calvino, I/ barone rampante (Turin: Einaudi, 1957). Now available in English, entitled: The Baron in the Trees, Archibald
Colquhoun (trans.), (San Diego, CA: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1959).
osie) QS a5 (351875 L] gy Y
Opere, 3 vols. (Turin: Einaudi, 1987-1990), I: xvii. ) )
il ecpill S il 92dllS plazaly 3le Lo 36
Calvino, [ libri degli altri: Lettere, 1947-1981, ed. Giovanni Tesio (Turin: Einaudi, 1991), pp. 382-383; . )
daxlye Joor (S daliso s Lgasl) L))l S SS,
11 sistema periodico (p. 606);
Lo il
Severino Cesari, Colloguio con Giulio Einaudi (Rome: Theoria, 1991), p. 173.
21 See: Queneau, Piccola cosmogonia portatile, Sergio Solmi (trans.), (Turin: Einaudi, 1982), followed by Calvino’s "Piccola guida alla
Piccola cosmogonia," p.162; See also: Levi, L'altrui mestiere (Turin: Einaudi, 1985), pp. 150-154 (trans. R. Rosenthal as: Other People's Trades
[New York: Summit Books, 1989]), and the declaration by Carlo Carena in: Cesari, Colloquio con Giulio Einaudi, p. 172.
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8 sl Bl pasdil oMe ol (] 58 glaia o 13 gl ellaall 13 pasecsl 58 Ol (g wlos Y &l J6 (1991

Raul Merzario, /I paese stretto: Strategie matrimoniali nella diocesi di Como nei secoli XVI-XVIII (Turin: Einaudi, 1981).

Microstorie dulw u,wj L,J\ <) Jﬂﬂ oo Sl gy
23 See: Edoardo Grendi, "Micro-analisi e storia sociale," Quaderni storici 35 (August 1977), pp. 506-520. .
24 Richard Cobb, Raymond Queneau, [The Zaharoff Lecture for 1976] (Oxford: Clarendon, 1976).

25 R. Queneau, Une histoire modele (Paris: Gallimard, 1966) [but written in 1942]; R. Queneau, Bdtons, chiffres et lettres, enlarged edition
(Paris: Gallimard, 1965), pp. 170-172, an article that had appeared in the Front National, 5 January 1945.
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"Histoire et ethnologie" "LsoJg3¥ls 2o )lJ]" g ¢5igs yuu "pour I'histoire sérielle: Le quantitatif au troisiéme niveau

19S Jos 51,8l Ly pa8 ) dayaJl dondll ‘E,USOﬂ\J;Jg ksl 26
Segni, cifie e lettere e altri saggi (Turin: Einaudi, 1981), especially pp. xix-xx (a different and larger collection than the French edition of the
same title).
27 See: Cobb, 4 Sense of Place (London: Duckworth, 1975), about which see Grendi, "Lo storico e la didattica incosciente (Replica a una
discussion)," Quaderni Storici 46 (April 1981), pp. 338-346.
)Ja;l W‘Q‘)&éumb M L_)L\SL)A L;L\.” )><J| u\?& Vo oldo .).))) d.ﬂ' k)‘“)l)’}c dl ()“‘J‘)Jﬁ’“] MI).) Lg 609‘ LS“LJ‘ CJ)U‘ w&l)d o° sl.u.w\!] 9.»; 28
Gonzalez y Gonzalez, "De la multiple utilizacion de la historia," in: Carlos Peréyra (ed.), Historia? para qué? (Mexico: Siglo XXI Editores,
1990), Pp. 55-74-

29 See: Traian Stoianovich, French Historical Method: The Annales'Paradigm (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1976),
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Giovanni Levi, "On Microhistory," in: Peter Burke (ed.), New Perspectives on Historical Writing (University Park: Pennsylvania State
University Press, 1992), pp. 93-113, especially pp. 93-94; See also: Levi, Inheriting Power: The Story of an Exorcist, Lydia G. Cochrane (trans.),
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1988).
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30 See: Mélanges en I'honneur de Fernand Braudel, vol. 2, Méthodologie de I'histoire et des sciences humaines (Toulouse: Privat, 1973),
pp. 105-125, 227— 243.

JI591 Je g Sy o5batl Vel oo ) oty ey 5 i
"L'histoire et ''homme sauvage" & "L'historien et I'homme quotidien".
ol e e o) o 03581 Blg bauagyill ol ) Jloxa (ye Blatane dlzel o ol sl Bt g i GUI By ale 850 wllao 42,95 musyy S5V &
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Pierre Nora (ed.), Essais d'ego- histoire (Paris: Gallimard, 1987).
31 Pierre Chaunu, "Un nouveau champ pour l'histoire sérielle," p. 109.
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32 Ibid., p. 231
33 Ibid., p. 237.
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34 Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, "L'historien et l'ordinateur,"1968) ), in: Ladurie, Le territoire de I'historien (Paris: Gallimard, 1973), p. 14;
now in English as: "The Historian and the Computer," in: Ladurie, The Territory of the Historian, Ben Reynolds and Sidn Reynolds (trans.),
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1979); Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, village occitan de 1294 a 1314 (Paris: Gallimard, 1975; reprinted
1982); and in English as: Montaillou, the Promised Land of Error (New York: Vintage Books, 1979).

35 See: Furet, "L'histoire et 'I'nomme sauvage'," p. 232.

bl (U dodis (] jgbaill e i calises jolate yog <, ll 8yaball odn U 3 36
Jacques Revel, "L'histoire au ras du sol," introduction to G. Levi, Le pouvoir au village: Histoire d'un exorciste dans le Piémont du septieme
siecle, Monique Aymard (trans.), (Paris: Gallimard, 1989), pp. i-xxxiii.
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J. Revel, "Micro-analyse et reconstitution du social," in: Ministére de la Recherche de la Technologie: Colloque “Anthropologie contemporaine
et anthropologie historique,” no. 2, pp. 24-37, text prepared for the Marseilles colloquium, 24-26 September 1992.
37 See: La nouvelle histoire, Jacques Le Goff, Roger Chartier & Jacques Revel (eds.), (Paris: Retz, 1978); See also: the introductory essay by
Peter Burke to New Perspectives on Historical Writing, pp. 1-23.

38 See: Georges Duby, Le dimanche de Bouvines, 27 Juillet 1214 (Paris: Gallimard, 1985), pp. 7-8 (1st ed., 1973): "L'histoire . . . qu'on
devait dire, plus tard et abusivement, nouvelle' (je dis abusivement, car la plupart des interrogations que nous fumes si fiers de forger, nos
prédécesseurs, avant que ne s'appesantisse la chape du positivisme, les avaient formulées dans le second tiers du XIXe siecle)." See, in this
regard, the extremely instructive book by: Charles Rearick, Beyond Enlightenment: Historians and Folklore in Nineteenth- Century France
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1974).

39 See: J. Le Goff, "Les mentalités: Une histoire ambigiie," in: J. Le Goff & P. Nora (eds.), Faire ['histoire, 3 vols. (Paris: Gallimard, 1974),
3:76-94.

40 Philippe Aries, "L'histoire des mentalités," in: Le Goff, Chartier & Revel, La nouvelle histoire, p. 411.
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41 P. Ari¢s and Michel Winock, Un historien du dimanche (Paris: Seuil, 1980).

42 AlfLudtke (ed.), Alltagsgeschichte: Zur Rekonstruktion historischer Erfahrungen und Lebensweisen (Frankfurt am Main: Campus Verlag,
1989); Geoff Eley, "Labor History, Social History, Alltagsgeschichte: Experience, Culture, and the Politics of the Everyday-A New Direction
for German Social History?" Journal of Modern History 61 (June 1989), pp. 297-343.

43 Furet, "L'histoire et ''homme sauvage'," p. 230: 'Il n'ya rien d'étonnant a ce que, en méme temps qu'elle [la grande histoire du XIX siecle]
cherche désespérément a sauver son impérialisme comme porteuse de la 'modernisation,' elle retourne a I'ethnologie comme consciente de ses
échecs".

44 Ibid., p. 233.
45 Ibid., p. 232.

136



{ % C iy
Alanyi ,1)1| aic taye] Lyl & gf glinds
Jril\%-:u

OSTOUR

Lo 8 &35 03y ol oy o1 sl 5 B g9 JBYI T 4,55 Aluabus 5y Lo sghats ey )] B8al) ] eIl oy
cHapax 8., Ladl) 51 sl lolaloss 4,98 2 781 SV (g 49 55353l (ges A1 bl e gyl Vb sl
OSerg o) 3929 Y AN tally cloiS ekt gyl st o Jlomtidl) dodlo G (455 30 128 (3555 (o 1)
Moloss gl 03 Lo 13] ¢ 58y 31 £ U3 oty ¥ oY1 S0 clidis 3 2,96 0 ¢ oyl o B g5 L0V gd Loy iy 6]
g) &g dlades Je 9.l bl O] Bmmeo

gl iBlga o amond BLaE] Bl go ooy ayel VT ST« it 5 oo ol Bl ¢y il 1yl oy liad] gl §
o 350l Jons Dyl satis L35 i A1 il od 5T ES)30 Lo e g Lol ol Igagd] ] Ll Jlo)
gl 5 g 3531 5 o) 1 i 2yl il ) LS50 S0 gl i 38 ol ol
EusS b5l ol 3 47(1989) Storia notturna Ja) g b ©Sy (1966) 1 benandanti RS REN ULS o Jais I
g « il wSlwo (§ cpoly oS> 31 caiBlgoy i oalull Cyall (o Jgusd Ol IS8 sl sl o b gl blis
Al e ddesl] ) ) &) G380 dedl a8y s ol o (1976) 1 formaggio e i vermi sl s g S
& 8ypil) 498 Via Ladil) (3 Eudle S8y .cl15 Vg Vggoma o OIS i Aaiye 630000 $5Ug) 3511 bt e
WEan] a5 dog 9o ¥ w5 O 5Son Y sl i Lo laol] § i) Sladall o, oy S S s ol
e 33151 Vg sl BLs sl m o Bstno « Juudustl] Cooedly 3,00 8yl i Jlsr 0 5350 b Lo 128

e elI3 o 28T U ¢ Jos ggtane o L3y olseal s Vo 508 duylol] (§ oo o9l o 50 Tl o (o cclld
Of g el S ooy Glladl i Jeg c Sl Gl i e & (lay g ool e 4l gy 8 (658 (Stane
09 5 31 dgpr cyo e laza V) leleiVly gz (yo Mtadly coailly i) o g B < oz JI5581 (19 (y0 et
& P9 <Ll Bldo b cmond do g o (55 o Dol Ol 3 0 Y 20l iz 'MJMMW'&W'@
0= 8 Luol)d § s &uiilo il § LS 0 3T ol m O Lo e ST I o clasDU s JI5i5 L

Uy . J) ddly Blos dedlglly s e Slsal dl e & 85 1 @lsll o) S )] ilaio § gl oY

Ao § gasell lin cuidl 46
"Clues: Roots of an Evidential Paradigm," in: Clues, Myths, and the Historical Method, John Tedeschi & Anne C. Tedeschi (trans.), (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989), pp. 96-125.
47 Now available in English: The Night Battles: Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, John Tedeschi &
Anne Tedeschi (trans.), (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1983); Ecstasies: Deciphering the Witches' Sabbath, Raymond Rosenthal
(trans.), (New York: Pantheon, 1991).

48 Now available in English: Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth- Century Miller, John Tedeschi & Anne Tedeschi (trans.),
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1980), p. xx.

Aol las g lels 58V ok Lanl e aplarl] i " Enand] Lulial]" 8,58 o 1)) e ccowdl () Guw The Night Battles Julll By\ne S1S) oo §
49 See: Michel Vovelle, "Histoire sérielle ou 'case studies'": vrai ou faux dilemme en histoire des mentalités," in: Histoire sociale, sensibilités

collectives et mentalités. Mélanges Robert Mandrou (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1985), pp. 39-49.

50 R. Chartier, "Intellectual History or Sociocultural History? The French Trajectories," in: Dominick La Capra and Steven L. Kaplan (eds.),
Modern Europe an Intellectual History: Reappraisals and New Perspectives (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1982), p. 32; the emphasis
is mine.
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51 Furet, "L'histoire et 'l'homme sauvage'," p. 231.
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Lawrence Stone, "The Revival of Narrative: Reflections on a New History," Past and Present, no. 85 (November 1979), pp. 3-24.
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J. Le Goft, Pour un autre Moyen Age, Critique, no. 395 (April 1980), pp. 345-354. N ’
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Raymond Queneau, p. 7.
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Clues, Myths and the Historical Method, pp. 156-164, 220-221.

sdoguwsll Balll 3ayuds Lally Llaisls "écriture de I'histoire" "o W1 LS g "échelle d'analyse” " Julowd] Gl oyo dhal] (6 «lISS
"Histoire et sciences sociales: Un tournant critique?" Annales: Economics, Sociétés, Civilisations 43 (March-April 1988), pp. 292-293.

The Cheese and the Worms, pp. 110-112.
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58 See: Isaiah Berlin, "The Hedgehog and the Fox: An Essay on Tolstoy's View of History," in: Henry Hardy and Aileen Kelly (eds.), Russian
Thinkers (London: Hogarth Press, 1978), pp. 22-81.
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Paul Boyer, chez Tolstoi: Entretiens a lasnaia Poliana (Paris: Institut d'Etudes Slaves, 1950), p. 40; quoted also in Berlin, "The Hedgehog and
the Fox," p. 56; Nicola Chiaromonte, Credere o non credere (Bologna: 11 Mulino, 1993). I am grateful to Claudio Fogu for the reference.

60 Duby, Le dimanche de Bouvines.
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61 See: Otto Benesch, Der Maler Albrecht Altdorfer (Vienna: Scholl, 1939): "Makrokosmos und Mikrokosmos werden eins" (p. 31).

1) o 1 Pais el il 555 o g i 1 65l g ol g S5 oo o s oIS i 55501 i b o J s 1 231Uy

szburg Spuren. vlcherungen Uber verborgene Geschichte, Kunst und soziales Gediichtnis, trans. from the Italian by Karl Friedrich Hauber
(Berlin: Verlag Klaus Wagenbach, 1983), pp. 14-15; "Di tutti i doni che porto a Kaisare ... Leggere il film scrivere la storia," Storie e Storia 5

1983)), pp. 5-17.
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Federico Fellini, Comments on Films, Joseph Henry (trans ), Giovanni Grazzini (ed.), (Fresno California State University Press, [1983] 1988),
p. 66.
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Reinhart Koselleck, Verglmgene Zukunﬁ:“Zur Semantik geschichtlicher Zeiten (Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1979).

62 Paul Oskar Kristeller, "foreword," in: Siegfried Kracauer, History: The Last Things before the Last1969) ), (Princeton, NJ: Markus Wiener
Publishers, 1995), p. xiv.
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63 Ibid., p. 134.
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Martin Jay, "The Extraterritorial Life of Siegfried Kracauer," Salmagundi, nos. 31-32 (Fall 1975-Winter 1976), p. 87.
65 Jay, "The Extraterritorial Life," p. 62, on Minima moralia; p. 63, on Kracauer's diffidence toward the category of "totality"; and p. 50, on
the connection, in Kracauer's thought, between "wholeness and death."; See also, Jay, "Adorno and Kracauer: Notes on a Troubled Friendship,"
Salmagundi, no. 40 (Winter 1978), pp. 42-66; Marxism and Totality: The Adventures of a Concept from Lukacs to Habermas (Berkeley and Los
Angeles: University of California Press, 1984), pp. 245-246, passim.
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Remo Bodei, introduction, in: Theodor W. Adorno, I/ gergo dell'autenticita [Jargon der Eigentlichkeit: Zur deutschen Ideologie], (Turin:
Bollati Boringhieri, 1989), p. vii.
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66 Viktor Shlovskii [Sklovskij], Materiali e leggi di trasformazione stilistica: Saggio su 'Guerra e Pace,' Monica Guerrini (trans.), (Parma:
Pratiche, 1978).

67 Renato Serra, Scritti letterari, morali e politici, Mario Isnenghi (ed.), (Turin: Einaudi, 1974), pp. 278-288. Here I am returning to ideas I
expressed in "Just One Witness" (chap. 12 in this volume).

68 R. Serra, Epistolario, Luigi Ambrosini, Giuseppe De Robertis & Alfredo Grilli (eds.), (Florence: Le Monnier, 1934), pp. 453-454.
69 B. Croce, History: Its Theory and Practice, Douglas Ainslie (trans.), (New York: Russell & Russell, [1915] 1960), p. 55.

70 Serra, letter to Croce, 11 Nov. 1912, Epistolario di Renato Serra, p. 459. Serra's differences with Croce have been noted in Eugenio Garin,
"Serra e Croce," in: Scritti in onore di Renato Serra: Per il cinquantenario della morte (Florence: Le Monnier, 1974), pp. 85-88.

71 Serra, Scritti letterari, pp. 286-287.
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La strada di San Giovanni (Mllan Mondadori, 1991), pp. 75-85 (trans. Tim Parks as The Road to San Giovanni [New York: Pantheon Books, 1993]).
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74 F.R. Ankersmit, "Historiography and Postmodernism," History and Theory 28, no. 2 (1989), pp. 137-153 (€sp. pp. 143, 149-150).
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"The Biography of Ordinary Men," (1928) in: Skyscrapers and Other Essays (London: Macmillan, 1931), pp. 44-53.
76 By Levi, see "I pericoli del geertzismo," Quaderni Storici 58 (April 1985), pp. 269-277; and "On Microhistory." See also, in the present
volume, "Proofs and Possibilities" (chap. 4); "Description and Citation" (chap. 1); "Just One Witness" (chap. 12); See also my "Checking the
Evidence: The Judge and the Historian," Critical Inquiry 18 (Autumn 1991), pp. 79-92; as well as "The Inquisitor as Anthropologist" (cited in
full at no. s55).
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Ginzburg, Indagini su Piero: Il Battesimo, il ciclo di Arezzo, la Flagellazione (Turin: Einaudi, 1981; new ed., 1994), (trans. Martin Ryle and
Kate Soper as The Enigma of Piero della Francesca: The Baptism, the Arezzo Cycle, the Flagellation [London: Verso, 1985]); Pietro Redondi,
Galileo eretico (Turin: Einaudi, 1983), (trans. Raymond Rosenthal as Galileo Heretic [Prince ton, NJ: Prince ton University Press, 1987]);
Franco Ramella, Terra e telai: Sistemi di parentela e manifattura nel Biellese dell'Ottocento (Turin: Einaudi, 1984); Osvaldo Raggio, Faide
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