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The seminar "Problems of Research in Arab History" was held in April 2016. Researchers from across the Arab
World took part, highlighting various aspects of the development of historical knowledge there. Despite the richness
of the texts presented and discussed, epistemological and academic concerns mean that the question of outcome
must remain ever-present. Within this framework Ostour will soon be organising various focused seminars on
historiography in Arab countries: How have historians written the history of their countries? What are the questions
that have kept them awake at night? What are the political and epistemological questions that have led them to
favour some topics over others? What periodisations have they adopted? What are the difficulties that they face in
taking up new topics? Have they been able to overcome the poverty of historical material by considering new items
and new texts? How open have they been to western schools of thought? Ostour will discuss all these issues and
more, in the hope of deepening discussions between experts in each country and establishing points of similarity
and difference in their approaches. This will serve as a foundation for complex studies of the development of
historical knowledge in the Arab World, avoiding the generalisations, prejudices and stereotypes.

This series of seminars began with "Historiographical Trajectories in Iraq Today", held on 7 November 2020
with the participation of a highly skilled group of Iraqi researchers. This seminar considered two main questions:
methodological issues in Iraqi historiography and the horizons of Iraqi historiography. The proceedings of the
seminar will be published in this issue of Ostour.
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