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Religiosity and its Political Effects
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What is the effect of religiosity on public opinion? Islamist religiosity in particular
has been linked to a variety of outcomes, including authoritarianism and violence.
Nevertheless, many scholars have countered that there is in fact no relationship
between religiosity in the Arab world and adverse political outcomes. Thus the
debate remains unresolved to some degree. To adjudicate this debate, we use the
Arab Opinion Index's 2016 data to examine the effect of individual religiosity
on public opinion and political behavior. We find that there is no link between
increased religiosity and negative views of democracy; in fact, the opposite is the
case. There is also no link between religiosity and political participation. Finally,
there is a positive correlation between religiosity and political tolerance.

Democracy, Public Opinion, Religiosity, Political Tolerance.
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Researcher, the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies.




30 222l

2018 pliy/ (Wl ygils

<oVl puw :gqi

6 3 dadadl Oloyll (o susy gyl blal § Ll gl
sl pllze xB8lsie & dubolydg s Sl O il sy
S ikl e e . okadladl il dsolly 3yl bl §

M ys)) dewlead] BEYN" § s s I (G505

Jadl] 3,589 dangSodl due il (wlolS dsmitd] Solead] 3,58"
landas 1 dwlead) Oluwdbly (i) 158915 LYl ol
Golsdll ol Llozy dolbyll dezdl lgmas Al olsdll
Al 588V Alitue doLas dhle &,k os lade blasls
Olelszdl oo S 30 o 055l mazzbly Wgall dolelsy
WS oo Ne doye 8T LIS el 4513 Olmazdly

D" EMY daslend)

el 0ds go sl Jliitul pats J] pdo Ul pamy sl s
§ gV pladl Ob sl pam pole WJEbl Jow s
Joloy s iy Pdghlully dhyy il 5o 15uss Ll
DBl Ssile gaedl oda Jie S o e oUWl pas
Ohsye pdy padlite wspde Leaylasl diblyigdly edul
O Osholens thws g il pamy 35 disly Plsgaeg
sl pldl & Gohall goldl agid] s Jsgus 2o oyl
Slste Jnd o] soab @85 oSe ¥ dwds 8§ o

Dablaell go
Lyl &Y 3L5 I Sl ode e oles¥l i e 135
i ke 3 Gl eualall me iUl sy Calis] dubldgally
Sloysbly el o dlo 329 e Gy el g usly ol
Cilise @81l OF JUb s o sl sy sl ] dowliwd)
Individual (3,40l ssrubl e STl Gbly plasul wis Lls
Bl=dl” J oS, b 3] Surveys douk] Olulyll Js I3kzsl Level
é S ;yL gi Strong Islamic Attachment "gsdll aMuYl
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no. 1 (2002), pp. 4 - 37.
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