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US Aid and Post-2011 Democratic Transition in Egypt:
A Critical Review
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This study evaluates the impact of US aid on Egypt’s democratic transition process
following the January 2011 revolution. It uses a broader theoretical and analytical
framework to explain the role of external forces in the democratic transition in
authoritarian countries, specifically looking at US policy towards the spread of
democracy in Arab countries and, focusing on Egypt. The study also assesses the
scale, objectives and impact of US aid provided to Egypt after the revolution. It
is premised on the principle that the quantitative nature of aid may help better
understand the priorities of US foreign policy among other factors. The study
concludes by recommending the management of the public debate on the role
of US aid to spread democracy in Egypt, in light of results revealing the scale,
spending avenues and the potential impact of such aid.

Egypt, US Aid, Democratic Transition.
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