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Populism and the Permanent Crisis of Democracy
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The premise of this study is the belief that there is a crisis in contemporary liberal
democracy resulting from the tension between two traditions: one democratic
and the other liberal. The spread of right-wing populism in the West is not a new
phenomenon, but rather a new manifestation of what may be called a permanent
crisis of democracy. The study distinguishes populism from totalitarian ideological
movements that gain popular support through demagogy and incitement against
the other and reviews existing tensions in the structure of liberal democracy. The
paper finds that populist rhetoric is channeled through tensions in the structure
of liberal democracy and translates social anger into criticism of the democratic
system itself, by using one component of a complex democratic system against
another.

Populism, Democracy, Liberalism.
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