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On Politics, the Political, and Theory: Reflections on the Debate

between Method and Theory in the Function of Political Science

Jgai padg bl alaleadl gué (ggiul ol oty duwlal Ay o)
o el Yl 96 95 8 14g g ag s lanigo ] danaioll ol
duwlul gilgilgl/g. k;LLJJLUJ\LJIJ_QL”rOng ol duwljJl ciig . amognagdigalelllea
2aadlras gLoJlouumdeq_mququbLgu_o_Jsl dowbuud) " quale” Jglis JAa
«aial 1 ¢po . ool gy GYPYIL ¢ga cro daJle all (bl qu_lA_OJlJ lpicVl
(lJ}ﬁ}_an\gU_uLUJJl”J_LQ_JJJJJIgJIJ_OJLQQLOﬁ quleunolﬁJlWlaLauluimﬁl
Gudl bl elaAay ,aalé;Q_okngLLulpul)Lm_JslgLoJIWU oLy ol cdupe]l
Uit «auuds §aiall oeog .o niall yaadlg Juslwl edbaad duaspioVla gyl
GHAaUl6olU drwbud! oglell qd” Galiadl oluwly’ MGJJILQI;JILJJ_OJ duwlyal
laygu qa A wlalleo” LSLOJJJJLOUIJ.JLOJI\SI}JI Qaca I Jaig «duale]l digallg
aylai ayoei) ge g drmludlylabipagiaiio Cpel o 3 ATi" G lalio caluwl)y’

duga dnn ol "alpAs” A (gle

Wy dunlud! oglell (dnliall bl Gl candl aalio

The study presents the problems of structural politicization in political studies, and
the danger of methodological debates transforming into political confrontations,
asituation that has been repeated in the ongoing debate between the advocates and
opponents of Scientism. The study demonstrated that the necessity of the political
dimension, and/or the political dependencies of every "scientific" approach to
politics does not necessarily mean acceptance of unrestricted politicization. It
is possible to acknowledge the political content of treatment without slipping
into politicization. From this standpoint, criticism of underlying or structural
politicization, as in Edward Said's criticism of Orientalism and Western
Centralism, cannot be compared to the way that Israel's supporters crudely
politicize US Middle East studies in their battle to hold it hostage to the interests
of Israel and the extreme right. In the same vein, the study critically addresses the
opinion that "area studies” in political science is marked by theoretical poverty
and academic inferiority. The study itself leans towards the opinion that so called
"theoretical studies" are in fact "area studies" that take western countries as the
testing ground for political experiences and seek to generalize the results in the
form of "theories" that enjoy universal validity.
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3 David Easton, "Introduction: The Current Meaning of 'Behavioralism',"
in: James Clyde Charlesworth (ed.), The Limits of Behavioralism in Political
Science: A Symposium Sponsored by the American Academy of Political and
Social Science (Philadelphia: American Academy of Political and Social
Science, 1962), pp. 1-25.

4  Clyde W. Barrow, "The Political and Intellectual Origins of New Political
Science," New Political Science, vol. 39, no. 4 (2017), pp. 437-472.
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1 John Gunnell, "Pluralism and the Fate of Perestroika: A Historical
Reflection," Perspectives on Politics, vol. 13, no. 2 (2015), p. 408.
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of decisions," Journal of business, vol. 59, no. 4 (October 1986), pp. $251-S278.
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or More about Politics?" PS: Political Science and Politics, vol. 35, no. 2.
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