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Political Science: Researching a Multifaceted Topic in Essentially
Contested Ways
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This study presents a set of basic pillars on which political science is based and
which are still the subject of academic research and debate. These are the agents,
units, motives, mechanisms, regimes, methods, and theories. This study argues
that political science is evolving in nature due to its dependence on authority on
the one hand, and its influence on social sciences on the other. Political science is
open to other disciplines within the social sciences and humanities, unlike closed
disciplines like law, philosophy, sociology, psychology and economics. The study
argues that the openness of political science to other disciplines and its connection
to the authority of politicians, members of parliament, and citizens developed the
field in a way that benefits political science.

Political Science, Regimes, Methods, Agents.
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5  Aristotle, The Nicomachean Ethics of Aristotle William David Ross
(trans.) (Scotts Valley, California: Create Space Independent Publishing
Platform, 2011), pp. 2-3.
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Philippe C. Schmitter, “Political Science: Researching a Multifaceted Topic
in Essentially Contested Ways,” Hans Keman & Jaap J. Woldendorp (eds.),
Hand Book of Research Methods and Applications in Political Science
(London/ Massachusetts: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2016), pp. 9-23;
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Philippe C. Schmitter, “The Nature and Future of Compa"rative Politics,”
European Political Science Review, vol. 1, no. 1 (2009), pp. 33-61.; Philippe C.
Schmitter, “Political science,” in: Joel Krieger, Craig N. Murphy & Margaret
E. Crahan (eds.), The Oxford Companion to Comparative Politics (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2012), pp. 248-57.

oW1 B sl 55Vl (8)s5S wly tduleand) Guals 3529 Lszer GLdlSe sl 2
3l 5Sers Beud Loluwsa ltuslon 9583 Wdos B9l "s2lsdly s’ dsg3
A8 dho Ouy Oy asdl Olg3s oy d)le Sdll 385 (S B9 e Blow
s k) g Gle” Sl il psish sl b s o ale GsiSa OIS
1o (2585 Bows da)sSd sl (3 Ogdusy pail (Cod) Osoymay duladl slale
deadll 1ia 3 (21,0)

slasls Gle dsuly 890 puwdall Lol 3" &l golaell aledll 058 puless B35 3
Scientific [slalsl] gatzes] als aoxio & Loy L3I i) duslsll CI3leodl o ST
cladsl] Ol ygtl Aty (1S o pulegi 250 "daoWI deals] dituylos) el ccommunity
(pzy2adl) 63 4o (2007 daz y2l) dg =l dalaiall 19 ,0) dislow] gl yhum daz 3
Byl 1ed e ol 0de Lo udine dubud! slele b T OBl Cpe 4
& Loyl @Blsall e g pand! i3] daz o dSslally (g ydll 0,801 Ll B
lagall elols lylie gz oo ssid duibolls liicts G dinl] (A Glitoana
lisledy il Bl Olagme B ulead! pladl <8 d)9,all dyysomell
(05boIsl s ] Osmun ouleldl] 51 Gle (a5 Ul didyd dgo (e GMESI Sl
551939 oyl 081 Oligmas B gzl shz] IS Gz b (8 (pad] disuciall)
Oime gdsel lgd 05y I sl Al 8 i el gag pdislly ool O,
082 a8l Y (B9 (alsll Jamdl e Osaiitie LS OIS s dios Lasge
ol &8Y sladl eley &laells pielgll ] Il of L dsaw ] Bl
Gles gnz sladl Gle Class gt dasd] )l 4SS0yl Culs Com
Zudlizall g3led]



-
SIYASAT ARABIYA L‘ L&‘ LLI.I.‘

o

Luilia)) ogidleiads od 0555 OF 31,891 Y30 e olodl C3)l
OLLasll ode iy Gl 53)0B 153550 Oy s dical g W
dedll Sl o A8 Cloglaall loSliey Ol dizruis B3
09z Bows dayll s> Hou3 I Obykdl es dbadl
A oy &1 Opating g1 ) 43 300 55 55 Ao
gy el OoSioy Osins dzy Jddl le il
L& eldl sadl e puSss eaihls sl gz W
Cododl Guladly Gelozz¥l AU Gaasdl Gzslosadl pliYl
ol Was Lo 18]y .Ml puislly &yl dolo,all dssully
Luleadl O Sah Bgwd calizall @ pzall (Wl L) )
Y Olag¥ls il eVl 3 Jobe "Gl blas
Sl 51 /5 razdl sl 630,801 ugaldls slgld] S loxally
P 5lod O e 8308 dulead] 0555 3 03 g ddls il
2308 dimy o O 095 eg Lrer Cowsd 48 s g

(W ol 1 Ll s

Olasss ol bl AleasYly b=l e a) JoYl Cod
Bladl b Gy O epedl musy o 3] oleall LIl
& iy Lo gl lgBlse Log (dobial) (JBVI 3 o) diidionl
31531 Jol oo "dassmel] dielotzV) dl” Gle i OF G
e CasaSs O 13z pal )l oe «lld Lo 89des .Ollsdl odn
dyslazell Oy pdland] oo iSUl ol O SES sy 3,401
sy gabtun ¥ Wiy cdaliseadl Olopll BUT L& Ladw Yo
iy by Josy L] €8 A8 Gl 0l 55 oI OB plorasly
3Shadls Gladall susiell Cluwiall oo dsgame o ddaas
Al sy 48 35 dosle delaz OIS 3631 Lo 0l
Jeldl) Cbleads 85l may &1 ) WS eiss .l Lpass
do 2ia)] Olulewd] dmpb e didgto LIS Y «Cols JSb (3
Jolall dios yow DM V) o st Bgms dgo il oo9

Ll 3S)eg degiadl Ol (a ulead)
588 ol alsd § 20l puadl Cpass oleY I o) G
odelal) L GOl o) 13k buludl LewS365,W Gougs ST
bale ol $00008 Lol Cauds dadls Slakiie” (aagell
ISlozel lpass doms Lasys L3l e 0555 Olakatedl ode G

85 Syio gl ]ty — Blus] ol lmds OIS clgw - ol JS 3" 7
W 5o Il @bl IS elell e Jal lblan U dwldl Slolsy)
ol 0555 Lo Baley Cuondly Bpdz Olegyie ] liglions peilegdse 09033
5h3 Il W Gges dgdos Olull) Cdel ol lpls sy i puad)
Philippe C. Schmitter, "Micro-foundations for the Science(s) of Politics,"
Scandinavian Political Studies, vol. 33, no. 3 (September 2010) (ee)zaﬂ).

daayio duwlja

oo €9uAg.0 (g6 dunsliio Glpny cuindl:dunluull ogloll

sl (dsludll ol dmudall polsll oo dludYl polall 3ias Lo
L& (oo Codl Glegdgn a1 oolas ;,Mui P8l o (3lhas
o 3 iy Mg duds Euondl 9952 23] Subjects 51,3
Y dewlis Ohls Il O oSes ool O dewlud) ole
o) 1305 Lo el Ogaz A1 sl o) fles Lo dod
Ogalind! la2 250 I Bl 335 e OIS o IS a1 055
A3 duleud) 3585 B8 by do3 " Ol D O polsel]
Zelazdl SLLAN OoSiwy -l ple da3 0553 o 5 (03
Lol bl 9o Lo Osdym gddl shl Ola Ge dajlell

Lotk (4S9

gl daeuinll oglell yo dlwidl oglell jia) Lo
0alao (@ wlwi yaljisl yo Glaii lajl dxibjrall
U gl alsYI LAyl qqa cangl eilegiago i

ud Canyl

o2 dlSl 5u3 o3 G le & Les ddeldl Jus
o ((0L,SY) CllSl 3 ealledl O Gimes it b
Lot ("ooyall") eaiblotul Oyt aletly o5 rag (oLl
AMS oo (S Gleg dpnd DYl goy0le S Osezls
Ol YN delhl Blyel 3 il pgandil Goleldl] dzy Loy
Bz (08 (o Leie 3,5 Comay ) V("8I &y limall
S ellsl sl 3 Ol Souod O oSy elld Lo SoMles

e .

("d850 U3l 595)") eailsBs3 B sl dulylll Hgsdasny
S G Gubeadl olell ol oo ekl A ads
L ByoBy At &0,3 Lol OIS go olelal] V3o
J=ls .daiI JlsdVls dbudl J=dYl oo HlasVl Lle dgalgall
e 83,8 8303 0908 uleldl] &1 e 0sian guio Ul V3o
pailasdl 3 5.8 Bkl Osilisy 0aiSd dawliw ulsld dulos
Sygiwl ddas dadyy .o5bls G lylgh] ol gdaiay )
G @D odsdl bl slaiYl e drulgll S|yl

6 James G. March & Johan P. Olsen, Rediscovering Institutions: The
Organizational Basis of Politics (New York: The Free Press, 1989).
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