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From Militias to Political Parties: How and Why Do Armed
Organizations Take Up Non-Violent Activism?
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This study focuses on transitions from armed to unarmed political action, focusing
on the academic definitions in use, causal variables, dynamic processes, and their
implications for states. This paper frames the shifts to unarmed political activism
within the trajectory of democratic transition, peacebuilding, civil-military
relations, combating violent extremism, and combating "terrorism". The research
is based on a study of twenty-six cases of transformation in twenty countries and
represents a carefully selected sample from a wider global phenomenon. This
study raises several questions: How and why do collective transformations from
armed to unarmed activism happen and what are the conditions for initiating and
sustaining these processes? What are the different trajectories of moving away
from armed action? Does the transformation happen after a military victory, a
military defeat, or a draw in an armed conflict between an insurgent group and
an incumbent authority?

Armed Organizations, Political Parties, Democratic Transition,
Civil-Military Relations.
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Seth G. Jones & Martin C. Libicki, How Terrorist Groups End: Lessons for
Countering al Qa'ida (Santa Monica: RAND Publications, 2008), p. 19.

6  Ibid, pp. 141-185.

7 Omar Ashour, The De-Radicalization of Jihadists: Transforming Armed
Islamist Movements (London; New York: Routledge, 2009), pp. 12-18.

8  Carrie Manning & Ian Smith, "Political Party Formation by Former
Armed Opposition Groups after Civil War," Democratization, vol. 23, no. 6
(2016), p. 973.

=
SIYASAT ARABIYA | L— L.L'L‘.“.‘

o

wobead] Jasdl ] prlak) golead] Jasdl ga O¥sodl IS
Pl § Caomdly dulyll oo i B3 § dbls Bralls olul
Aol dldos Byl Gl i ey VL& 6,51 (3bliag 3,
dpad) W ing dpolsll lpilodlaal Gy ,s35 Byl 0ds (e
e laslel s 8lisee do y28 OV Lasides dealuwll Lililuss
Sleogdls Olelwdl oda @less .Oluogdl jasyy Slulud)
OBl eldl sluy Gbhigwl JEsYl Sllesy L&
digus (90 Uekalls Casll Byt dodlSas &y ,Susll-d3ul
ity Sl b Ol gl Wikl ges Pole)Yl dxdlSes
S G sl Olulyall 8asg) JoY1 Soudl Oloyss )
dl Dl oo Olsis G Sluluadl dulysg Slewd gyl
ol ol ] prlaak) gulead) Josd] o el sl
Coo gyl el G degd oo UV 58301 sumg el
Gl Ol Y] doduns Sloglass 3o o des g Olulys Il
dl Yokl Ologhal] oo oSy dpeke disloiz] G,
Ol lasizs Liaysl s 3ymll bl Jaiss zY) Gl
sl 28Uy oSl LM Syaly shovall Qgiz Ly 80
Olles Olohaie 338y Osiilu OsmsSe Osloduns OsaglS]
1209 bds 0Ly onhuddy El=lly dyygwy Shiedl & Jseudl
Oltuslily L 181 Cgizs Lagsdls Busuib] dlabls LS59 Llwls
52 h859 LunslsSs LsSy Aeids a3ldls slsea)9¥ls iVl
o das wlie i Oladas OVl ode Cdadsy g5 ] Glabs

by ol dagd-dd)s ol dyylug

G Cdy Jsod Al o pkeg Cow dulyd o Sl 1o diisy
Ol Wadle sl Dlss Sylie dis Jié dAb oo b

! ] Ml (e' 853 § dobid¥l Byl eie el dalS" Bylay ey 1
& akeadl gl Josll ] bkl gulead] Jios) (30 S5l £ 9550 § Clam Mo gl
Jasll ] gkl golead) Josll oo OY5oa) i@dlud! J] oMl (50" 8905 & Lgaud
TG (75 4-3 gl «Ololeadl dulydy Sl @yl 55, < adad! golead!
https://bit.ly/2SbrpPx :§ 2018/12/20 § uagd 2018 neds
2 The United Nations, General Assembly, "Plan of Action for Preventing
Violent Extremism: Report of the Secretary-General," 24/12/2015, accessed
on 24/12/2015, at: https://bit.ly/1n0F1wu
ol S, b 2018 uedes /W1 G5 4-3 dosdll § Bsud) OAe 3
hitps://bit.ly/2SbrpPx 13 2019/12/20 & dagd «Slubadl dulysg Sl
O dads ¥ T Y] hlaly ¢JBY Bple dlle dspby disll 0do o 4
Yl Jia dliuly Al Spel g 3 Jsod) Olbes paas Y Yiad lglS
loswr Y5) LSVl Busaak) LY & slogud! d5a8)l dar) d30,all5 duliladll Jgol
JAS S 1,08 dge ISy (o] DY9 § eulaid] g 3


https://bit.ly/2SbrpPx
https://bit.ly/1n0F1wu
https://bit.ly/2SbrpPx

-
SIYASAT ARABIYA L‘ L&‘ LLI.I.‘

o

35" o el Wbl oo GVl bl oo ] S
258 dules LA 1Y lhaall Caay 3] "dlazedl"s "AS031,))
Gl V) ddlyll-dbolagnll oo (Blskly Lolul duse (s
LSyl &Ll aST LS i3 gag lgals 8555505 ((gwloud!
lhas (s e ool on gloz] a2y Y Y Jaysd Olle

RN RSV

aluwall Jaell go drclonll Jg~ill cilylac
g pui cililac ga ol udl nbinill Ul
lajlas] dn Lo delan dalNA ¢ro &alp i o
al4ya gi /g latgl wg Layladg Lailiap—wg
gn5 @l ol Jaell g lay 20 (@ ayaiill

\oludl gelainVl g /g gl Ll

dl Jssdl o bl dslacadl dabas¥l @ Blod G 08
" b M8 V! sl by opmadlly Galudl opylell bladl
els 09y oudll 3l,8Vls Slelazdl V] Yama" sl "8 axl
ol Gohales Ly 0T slgw (oussU s¥sll 09,4l305 858y @Sl
Beiod) boaazss Il Jlusll o delozr Oz 138 sy Ble
G oy WS dinludl Plugll ] dodaak] Blwgll (o ]
I Ly "8 e o LISl U1 Y Ll dylel] Bodo

RNV IRVECT RV

& okl dasdl U] haakl Jasdl o Jooll Olias &l
pedd Wy 29 arhals (Sokus zslsanl wolel B
U Sl ool koo 0085 Lovis Ay glsl B0
3] "dploblyy” Jso5 delas audy (AL diles g
amdl 099 08) b ahidlly Sobull pand) Cinds

11 Ashour, The De-Radicalization of Jihadists: Transforming Armed

Islamist Movements.

12 Jillian Schwedler, "Why Academics Cannot Get Beyond Moderates
and Radicals," the Washington Post, 12/2/2015.
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