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The Geopolitical Significance of the Gulf in India's Strategy
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Today, India is actively engaged in projecting its influence beyond its geographic
proximity. It has a proactive policy based on national interests and driven by its
growing needs, particularly for energy imports, and an ambition to achieve a
position of global prominence. The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is of great
geopolitical importance to India's strategy because of its geographic proximity,
the abundance of energy resources, the great financial assets, and as the place with
the largest Indian immigrant community. Nevertheless, many regional contenders
may challenge India's interests in the region. This article discusses the geopolitical
and economic importance of the GCC states and their current position in India's
strategy. It explores the driving forces behind novel strategic partnerships between
them. It also analyses how third-party relations with the GCC states or India may
affect their relationships, such as China, Pakistan, and Iran. It also focuses on the
new containment policy of India and China and their geopolitical contest over
the Gulf and the GCC's hydrocarbon and financial assets.

India, GCC States, Indian Ocean, China, Geopolitics, New Containment
Policy.
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