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Assessing Arab Public Opinion towards US Foreign Policy
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This paper provides descriptive statistics on Arab public opinion towards the US
over time, using the Arab Opinion Index from 2011 to 2019/2020. While Obama
attempted to let pragmatism lead his foreign policy, Trump's policies upended
the status quo of many issues, hastening conflict in the Arab region. How did this
impact Arab opinion of the US and its foreign policy? Did these rapid shifts affect
Arab citizens in their view of the US? Or does the Arab citizen find the content of
this foreign policy indistinguishable from before, albeit with a different tone? The
paper demonstrates that Trump's policies, which confused many international
organizations and alliances, and caused chaos, especially in the Arab world, led to
a rapid decline in the positive evaluation of the United States in the Arab world.
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