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The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies is an
independent social sciences and humanities institute
that conducts applied and theoretical research seeking
to foster communication between Arab intellectuals
and specialists and global and regional intellectual hubs.
The ACRPS achieves this objective through consistent
research, developing criticism and tools to advance
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links with both
Arab and international research centers.

The Center encourages a resurgence of intellectualism
in Arab societies, committed to strengthening the Arab
nation. It works towards the advancement of the latter
based on the understanding that development cannot
contradict a people’s culture and identity, and that the
development of any society remains impossible if pursued
without an awareness of its historical and cultural
context, reflecting its language(s) and its interactions with
other cultures.

The Center works therefore to promote systematic
and rational, scientific research-based approaches to
understanding issues of society and state, through the
analysis of social, economic, and cultural policies. In line
with this vision, the Center conducts various academic
activities to achieve fundamental goals. In addition to
producing research papers, studies and reports, the
center conducts specialized programs and convenes
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars
oriented to specialists as well as to Arab public opinion.
It publishes peer-reviewed books and journals and many
publications are available in both Arabic and English to
reach a wider audience.

The Arab Center, established in Doha in autumn 2010
with a publishing office in Beirut, has since opened three
additional branches in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and
founded both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. The ACRPS
employs resident researchers and administrative staff
in addition to hosting visiting researchers, and offering
sabbaticals to pursue full time academic research.
Additionally, it appoints external researchers to conduct
research projects.

Through these endeavours the Center contributes to
directing the regional research agenda towards the main
concerns and challenges facing the Arab nation and
citizen today.
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The State of Rule of Law and Democracy: The Concept and the
Requirments of Constitutionalism
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This study problematises the theoretical dialectic between the rule of law as a
formal legal principle, and democracy as a political value. Taking a fundamental
legal approach, the paper builds a concept ofa constitutionalizable democratic
state of rule of law, through which it is possible to overcome the constant tension
in democracy between the authority of the majority in deciding the law, and
individual rights and liberties. It concludes that the rule of law does not mean
the supremacy of law over individual rights, and democracy does not mean the
rule of the majority only, but that respect for individual rights and granting them
a constitutional value are a prerequisite for constitutionalizing the principle of
a democratic rule of law. However, the application of this principle, in practice,
will be linked to the role of the constitutional judge in reconciling, through
constitutional oversight, the power of the majority, which is embodied in the
principle of the rule of law, and constitutional rights, which are the essence of the
democratic principle.

Rule of Law, Democracy, Constitutional Democracy, Constitutional
Rights, Constitutional Judiciary.
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