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Algeria's Security Policy: Transformations and Dilemmas in the
Context of Regional Unrest and Internal Protest
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This article looks at Algeria's security policy in general and its security doctrine in particular,
analysing its changes and dilemmas in a turbulent regional environment and in the context
of an internal Hirak. It argues that these doctrines have undergone minor changes to meet
regional security needs, which precludes fundamental change at this stage. It also argues that
the tension between the moral-normative imperative and the security imperative, on the
one hand, and the principle of dual non-interference (political and military), on the other,
constitute two major dilemmas confronting Algerian politics and security doctrine. Starting
from these two elements, the article, after setting out my concept of the subject, examines
the formation and nature of Algerian politics, ideology, and transformations. It then looks
at the constitutional decision on the participation of Algerian armed forces in international
peacekeeping operations, analysing their context (domestic and foreign), their motives and
justifications, and the reservations they face. Finally, it analyses Algeria's regional security
strategy as an alternative to intervention. The article comes to three main conclusions. First,
there is a limited adjustment to the issue of external interference depending on the needs
of the security interest. Second, the end of the absolute refusal to use armed forces outside
the borders. Third, it is likely that the tension between moral-normative and security
considerations will escalate if the unrest continues within its geographical boundaries.

Security Policy, Algeria, Regional Security, Military Participation in Peace
Operations, Border Security.
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