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Doing Hirak in Paris : The Staging of a Revolution Against the
"Algerian System"
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The Hirak was not limited to the Algerian teritory but also extended to the diaspora,
where rallies organised every Sunday since 2019 in Paris demanding the "departure
of the regime" were a public act of protest. This article, which is the first result of
an ongoing field study, proposes an analysis of this protest and its location based
on interviews with the different actors. It falls within the field of the study of social
movements in the context of immigration and assumes that the protesters of the
Paris diaspora Hirak develop patterns of organisation that reflect new forms of public
activity. It builds on the premise that the protesters are not interested in reproducing
what happened in Algeria but rather in inventing new forms of public activity related
to protest in the diaspora; this allows for socio-political recognition within the
native community as well as in French society. This protest action combines digital
collective engagement in virtual communities with individual engagement that turns
the individual into a protester while also enabling the expression of protest through
art and culture. All forms of public action, despite their great diversity, converge in
their reluctance to associate themselves with a particular ideology, especially in the
creation of an "anti-regime" identity on the basis of which the protest initiatives of
Algerian citizens in the diaspora are organised.

Hirak, Social Movements, Diaspora, France, Algeria.
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