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Regional Security Governance, Audience Expectations, and Foreign
Policy Roles: North Africa's Demand that Tunisia Maintains Its

"Strategic Distance"
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By studying Tunisian foreign policy in the decade after the 2010 popular uprisings,
this article contributes to Role Theory by explaining how regional audience
expectations influence foreign policy roles. The article first demonstrates how
achieved roles develop expectations among regional states as the audience. Then
it explains how these expectations condition role enactment. The article shows
how Tunisia developed and established a foreign policy posture of strategic
distance, defined by neutrality in regional conflicts, adherence to legalism, and
pursuit of economic interests. Strategic distance came to be expected by North
African states.

Tunisia's Foreign Policy, Tunisia's Democratic Transition, North
African Politics, Role Theory.
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2 Sebastian Harnisch, "Role Theory: Operationalization of Key Concepts,"
in: Sebastian Harnisch, Cornelia Frank & Hanns W. Maull (eds.), Role Theory
in International Relations (London: Routledge, 2011); Cameron G. Thies,
"State Socialization and Structural Realism," Security Studies, vol. 19, no. 4
(2010), pp. 689-717.
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Président Bourguiba (Tunis: Centre de publication universitaire, 2019).

11  Abdelaziz Chneguir, La politique étrangére de la Tunisie: 1956-1987
(Paris: L'Harmattan, 2004).
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at: https://bit.ly/3GC1ZX1

5  Sophie Bessis & Souhayr Belhassen, Bourguiba (Tunisia: Elyzad, 2012).

6 Emma C. Murphy, "The Foreign Policy of Tunisia," in: Raymond
Hinnebusch & Anoushiravan Ehteshami (eds.), The Foreign Policies of
Middle East States (Boulder: CO. Lynne Rienner, 2002), p. 247.

7 Hicham Bou Nassif, "Generals and Autocrats: How Coup-Proofing
Predetermined the Military Elite's Behavior in the Arab Spring," Political
Science Quarterly, vol. 130, no. 2 (2015), pp. 245-275.

8  Sadri Khiari & Olfa Lamloum, "Le zaim et l'artisan ou De Bourguiba a
Ben Ali," Annuaire de I'Afrique du Nord, vol. 37 (1998), pp. 377-395.

9  Michel Camau & Vincent Geisser (eds.), Habib Bourguiba: La trace et
I'heritage (Paris: Karthala, 2004).



2022 padagi /onilill g piti - 10 alaall - 59 aasll
Issue 59 - Volume 10 - November 2022

Comdgl Globyd oy M8yl Jolgsll dial sul (gaddl
Luoleal) 8 utn duodd] Jolge lgiogy dojlit) Oludlin)) dias]
G, Ges ode Liwlyd ,Bg5 Llisg . Pdasgdl deyladl
Julos gotun clhase] ] seus ) ddod) Olated G2
Aol OBy duzylsd] duolead] Lulys § ST doluce eul8Y

Wdas 3udos @ B,k Glb] ool &kl Lelusesl aslu
(98 s 10 O3l s8N OLSI Judots W pray 48Y
soles glazz¥l elsy 3Ty @l aall &y, e Lol i
Bl 55T Yoo we o & Olucizbly USLadl dulyay damdll
el o 5 ] ezl duslead ! duloiy 48 y=ll galill &
Bl ooy 591 a5 ol gealisdl 16 Tl 17 g0,
19 sl me ealelds <31 gdeldll Clgn e 55 Olpunds
lahog Olsd gl dasldYl Joull elis] daS dulyull s - 435
Ooaadl OlBs @8 daSs dgshial of Lymls 1Sy Doges
o dads doyls Blse Gl oo e hakall e BY)
A LSl deasdBY) OIS 350 WIS digas - sgesd] oulde
oy duleed) § LA Gilo Shsa § il s sl

8T deadny Gly LT pa3li5s
S s Bl egame gedy pods ool djlas SN e
)35 U Socialization delaie) dniud) didos pdlelds g
Az Ll Ohlsg Olhlus desde e Dgll 3L3 lad
89,30y o dslozz¥) dsaall O Hoall &yl &yuds Lalgazs

14  Peter ]. Schraeder et al, "Revolutionary Diplomats? Introduction
to the Study of North African Foreign Policies Within the Context of the
Arab Spring," The Journal of North African Studies, vol. 24, no. 4 (2019),
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