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International Relations in the Arab World: A Social History of its
Origins, Development and Current State of Affairs
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Although the academic study of International Relations (IR) in the Arab world
has been ongoing for almost seventy years, there remains a dearth of information
regarding its origins that can be attributed, in part, to a lack of research on the
state of the field. The present study seeks to address this gap by conducting an
examination of the state of IR in the Arab World over the course of a century.
Additionally, this study proposes a novel method for evaluating the current state
of the field and assessing its scientific output. To achieve these objectives, the study
applies sociological generational analysis to three generations of Arab IR scholars,
then examines their contributions to four key aspects of the field: the scientific
production cycle, the formation of the scientific community, the development of
its institutional structure, and relative autonomy from political science.

International Relations, Arab World, Scientific Community, Scientific
Progress.
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May Darwich et al., "The Politics of Teaching International Relations in the
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Cairo," International Studies Perspectives, vol. 22, no. 4 (November 2020),
pp. 470-438; Waleed Hazbun & Morten Valbjorn, "The Making of IR in
the Middle East: Critical Perspectives on Scholarship and Teaching in the
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of Political Science Education, vol. 11, no. 2 (2015), pp. 233-244.
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1 Arlene B. Tickner & Ole Waver (eds.), International Relations
Scholarship Around the World (London/ New York: Routledge, 2009).

2 Ibid, Ch. 10.
3 Ibid, p. 172.

4  Bahgat Korany, "IR Theory: Contributions from Research in the Middle
East," in: Tickner & Waever (eds.), pp. 173-180.

5 Karim Makdisi, "Reflections of the State of IR in the Arab Region," in:
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