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Reconsidering Political Culture through Pierre Bourdieu's
Sociological Theory: Palestine after the 2007 Political Division
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This study discusses several hypotheses proposed by political culture literature,
especially those that adopt a structural approach to understanding the relationship
of social structures and institutions to actors, and the values generated by the nature
of this relationship that inspire political action. The paper posits that research into
the pattern of political culture arising from the relationship between social structures
and actors is not limited to studying this direct relationship, but rather requires
an examination of intermediary factors. Hence, the study outlines a supportive
conceptual interpretive framework, through Pierre Bourdieu's Social Theory. It
begins by reviewing the concepts discussed by Bourdieu to explain the relationship
between social structures and actors. The second section presents a comparative
analysis of concepts taken from political culture and those of Bourdieu that explain
the emergence of political culture through the reciprocal relationship between social
structures and actors. The third examines the outcomes of this comparison in light of
the 2007 Palestinian political division.
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