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China and Its Foreign Relations through the Lens of Its Strategic

Culture: The Case of Sino-Qatari Relations (1988-2024)
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China’s foreign policy is concerned with strengthening relations with states of
significance in the world, whether large or small. Its strategic culture plays a key role
in shaping its vision of the international order, its objectives, and the tools it employs
to enhance its global standing. China has primarily relied on soft power instruments
in its relations with other countries, particularly in the economic sphere, and it
recognizes the importance of the State of Qatar within the Arab region in general and
among energy-exporting countries in particular. Accordingly, China has concluded
long-term contracts for the import of substantial quantities of natural gas and has
been constructing massive liquefied natural gas (LNG) carriers for Qatar. Although
Qatar is considered a key ally of the United States, China and Qatar signed a strategic
partnership in 2014 covering multiple fields. Both countries seek to further develop
this partnership in alignment with China’s Belt and Road Initiative and Qatar’s
National Vision 2030.
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