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Al Technologies and International Relations: Do We Need New
Analytical Frameworks?
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Al technologies are drawing increasing attention among international relations (IR)
scholars. Ingvild Bode reviews this literature through considering, in particular,
the extent to which such literature continues to use or expand on well-traded
analytical frameworks. She finds that scholarship on AI in IR can look back at a
longer-than-expected trajectory and centres on four key themes: the balance of
power; disinformation; governance; and ethics. Much of this literature works with
well-established IR conceptualisations, while studies across three emerging themes
- (re)conceptualising technology, beyond the Al arms race, and unpacking relevant
actors — push and expand established disciplinary frameworks.
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3 Geneva Academy & ICRC, "Artificial Intelligence and Related
Technologies in Military Decision-Making on the Use of Force in Armed
Conflicts: Current Developments and Potential Implicationsl," (March
2024), p. 9.

4  Sarah Grand-Clément, Artificial Intelligence Beyond Weapons: Application
and Impact of Al in the Military Domain (Geneva: United Nations Institute
for Disarmament Research - UNIDIR. 2023), at: https://acr.ps/1L9BPzV
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1 ICRC, "ICRC Position on Autonomous Weapon Systems," 12/5/2021,
accessed on 10/6/2024, at: https://acr.ps/IL9BPWE

2 Michael C Horowitz, "When Speed Kills: Lethal Autonomous Weapon
Systems, Deterrence and Stability," Journal of Strategic Studies, vol. 42, no. 6
(September 2019), p. 769; Frank Sauer, "The Military Rationale for AL" in:
Niklas Schornig & Thomas Reinhold (eds), Armament, Arms Control and
Artificial Intelligence (Cham: Springer Nature, 2022), pp. 31-33.
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10 Kareem Ayoub & Kenneth Payne, "Strategy in the Age of Artificial
Intelligence," Journal of Strategic Studies, vol. 39, no. 5-6 (September 2016),
pp- 793-819; Lance Y. Hunter et al., "The Military Application of Artificial
Intelligence Technology in the United States, China, and Russia and the
Implications for Global Security," Defense & Security Analysis, vol. 39, no. 2
(April 2023), pp. 207-232.

11  Jirgen Altmann & Frank Sauer, "Autonomous Weapon Systems and
Strategic Stability," Survival, vol. 59, no. 5 (September 2017), pp. 117-142;
James Johnson, "Artificial Intelligence, Drone Swarming and Escalation
Risks in Future Warfare," RUSI Journal, vol. 165, no. 2 (February 2020),
pp. 26-36; James Johnson, Artificial Intelligence and the Future of Warfare:
The USA, China, and Strategic Stability (Manchester: Manchester University
Press, 2021); Horowitz.

12 Hunter et al, p. 209.

13 Paul Scharre, "Debunking the AT Arms Race Theory," Texas National
Security Review, vol. 4, no. 3 (2021), pp. 121-132.

14  Robert Jervis, "Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma," World
Politics, vol. 30, no. 2 (1978), p. 169.
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5 Meredith Whittaker, "The Steep Cost of Capture," Interactions, vol. 28,
no. 6 (2021), pp. 50-55; Emily Tucker, "Artifice and Intelligence," Tech Policy
Press, 17/3/2022, accessed on 12/6/2023, at: https://acr.ps/1L9BP7a

6 Timnit Gebru, "Don't Fall for the AI Hype," Tech Won't Save Us,
19/1/2023, accessed on 1/9/2023, at: https://acr.ps/1L9BPJ3

7  Stephane J Baele et al,, "AI IR: Charting International Relations in the
Age of Artificial Intelligence," International Studies Review, vol. 26, no. 2
(June 2024), p. 9; Horowitz, p. 769.
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Ethics and Information Technology, vol. 25, no. 1 (March 2023), p. 5.
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17 Michael Veale, Kira Matus & Robert Gorwa, "Al and Global
Governance: Modalities, Rationales, Tensions," Annual Review of Law
and Social Science, vol. 19 (2023), pp. 1-30; Bode et al., "Prospects for the
Global Governance of Autonomous Weapons;" Jonas Tallberg et al., "The
Global Governance of Artificial Intelligence: Next Steps for Empirical and
Normative Research," International Studies Review, vol. 25, no. 3 (September
2023); Denise Garcia, Common Good Governance in the Age of Military
Artificial Intelligence (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2023); Matthijs
M. Maas, "Innovation-Proof Governance for Military AI? How I Learned
to Stop Worrying and Love the Bot," Journal of International Humanitarian
Legal Studies, vol. 10, no. 1 (2019), pp. 129-157.

18  European Parliament, EU AI Act: First Regulation on Artificial
Intelligence, 8/6/2023, accessed on 13/6/2024, at: https://acr.ps/1L9IBPsV

19  African Union, "African Ministers Adopt Landmark Continental
Artificial Intelligence Strategy, African Digital Compact to drive Africa's
Development and Inclusive Growth," Press Release, 17/6/2024, accessed on
18/6/2024, at: https://acr.ps/1L9BPPi

20 OECD, "Recommendation of the Council on Artificial Intelligence,"
OECD Legal Instruments, 22/5/2019, accessed on 13/6/2024, at:
https://acr.ps/ILOBPGR

21 UN, Office for Digital and Emerging Technologies, "High-Level
Advisory Body on Artificial Intelligence,” accessed on 13/6/2024, at:
https://acr.ps/1L9BPyF

22 Allan Dafoe, "AI Governance: A Research Agenda," Centre for
the Governance of Al, University of Oxford (August 2018), accessed on
13/6/2024, at: https://acr.ps/1L9BPDI; Matthijs Maas & José Jaime Villalobos,
"International AI Institutions: A Literature Review of Models, Examples,
and Proposals," AI Foundations Report, Legal Priorities Project (September
2023); Veale, Matus & Gorwa; Tallberg et al.
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15  Antonio Calcara et al., "Why Drones Have Not Revolutionized War:
The Enduring Hider-Finder Competition in Air Warfare," International
Security, vol. 46, no. 4 (April 2022), pp. 130-171.

16 Andrew Feenberg, Critical Theory of Technology (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1991); Richard Wyn Jones, Security, Strategy and Critical
Theory (London: Lynne Rienner, 1999).
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International Relations, vol. 29, no.4 (2023), pp. 990-1016; Bode et al.,

"Prospects for the Global Governance of Autonomous Weapons."

26  Caroline Jack, "Lexicon of Lies: Terms for Problematic Information,"
Data & Society Research Institute (September 2017), p. 3, accessed on
11/5/2025, at: https://acr.ps/1L9BP55

27  Agnieszka Legucka & Robert Kupiecki, Disinformation, Narratives
and Memory Politics in Russia and Belarus (Abingdon: Routledge, 2022);
Rod Thornton & Marina Miron, "Towards the "Third Revolution in Military
Affairs: The Russian Military's Use of AI-Enabled Cyber Warfare," RUSI
Journal, vol. 165, no. 3 (April 2020), pp. 12-21.

28 David M. Beskow & Kathleen M. Carley, "Characterization and
Comparison of Russian and Chinese Disinformation Campaigns,” in: Kai
Shu et al. (eds.), Disinformation, Misinformation, and Fake News in Social
Media: Emerging Research Challenges and Opportunities (Cham: Springer
International Publishing, 2020), pp. 63-81.

29  André W. M. Gerrits, "Disinformation in International Relations: How
Important Is It?" Security and Human Rights, vol. 29 (2018), p. 6.
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