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The Legal Ramifications of the Blockade on Qatar in Terms of
International Law
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This paper will examine the situation which can be described as the “Blockade of
Qatar’”, and particularly the legal ramifications of this blockade and the avenues
of action available through international law channels and intra-state apparatus.

The paper is premised on the argument that the deliberate, multilateral actions
taken by Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt against
Qatar are not only punitive, but also represent a violation of the principles of
international law and of the foundations for the relations between states in
times of crisis. Given the use of force to enforce the blockade, the political and
economic boycott of Qatar by a group of countries in the region could be legally
defined as punitive measures. This paper concludes that the actions taken by the
group of countries blockading Qatar provide an adequate basis for the activation
of international mechanisms for international arbitration. Specifically, the author
contends that Qatar would be justified in pursuing political and judicial redress
against the group of countries concerned.

International Law, The Gulf Crisis, Qatar Blockade.
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