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The Limitations of US Foreign Policy Towards the Middle East

dnld gupelladAlld 6lniog.dole CLU}_O_”CIJ)JQ.LOJMJ_LQI_JJJ_OULJJJJ}_lﬁ_O_L” Uiaglal
UgLus eralogag.dalniall g9 696]l ¢jgi ddn) aunin oudi el aaodl o ygay
Jalad Cl_O_b_La_”L_ngd_CJl_uLLa_”k_Jl]qA.lJlu_OlQlUQﬂJJJAJ“_(,(J.OJIUJIQ_JG_O_LLIQLJQA
L_JlQBl_Q”LglﬁCLlQQIQ_”d_JJlD_O_” 999 (g2 oullgg-allyjlgd 0g mno yUduwhJlora
aulc Lac 16, dalhiall g lanino UL&DG@QD}J.ONIUUDB”QLLCJ_&LOJLSJJIGJJQJJI
6g-oJl U uellLe . LLHA Ja_qullkg}_m_llkglgoubu_llkg_ﬂ_ogﬂ Ul HAaiu ;qu ol
b Gpnladl danlgodl Rula aJ Ulplq Li5yig dyarge ull gag (dowipl d ooyl
rodlg dyjguw) ddaVluginJilaidjo il gl g ddtagJu dﬁJLma_JlLbeu_oum
droJlaUl ol oJl VA (1o Jga 1Ay deuaJlonglgug}_Lunglg Ul (Glellg
dg_all culpugo JYA (o ygaray Lao Al CLLIA_EJJI dunJl caljaallg dualaisyig
cLYgJl adlno U LD_Jld_uJIJ_LJI(Jm elnj . g ol vjlgd duplay Gog oGl dupa el
durge wdl Jio. lajlaln (o dan (gle dJga Jayddvell ggimo (o oy diniall
CLLLC[Q}JﬁB”dJlAJJJJB”Ulg \ELQ_IJSNGQ_ULLOJIG@LDJIU@JL@AJLD_O Ul JWlwlg
ddag LJJIg.JpéIcU_JLo_o UNA (10 g AT dalniall g9 18Tl byl adaas Glel Laus

Wga 0gcao elan (ol U] laalac

ol suredl ad Al aniall Vgl dsesigl gg ol il

This study explores the concept of a traditional balance of power based on
realism, which, for several reasons, is unsuitable to explain the relations between
the US and the Gulf States. First, competition between the main regional powers,
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Iran, is not characterized of direct confrontation, but
rather manifests through proxy interference in civil war-torn countries (Syria,
Yemen, and Iraq). Second, since the greatest threat to the region that has resulted
from this competition is an unintended escalation, the final endgame must be
collective security and stability, not a balance of power. Third, balance of power in
the conventional sense is unrealistic given the actual quantitative and qualitative
conventional military superiority of the GCC countries compared to Iran's
military capacity.

Balance of Power, Foreign Policy, the Gulf, United States.

ohtils dawsVl 3 dame ol
Researcher, Middle East Institute, Washington DC.




73 e = M

o

& I8 e oill 03l pllas Ol st @Bloll (SUs VBl 553
J9d o oy dagd Jsd o 0s5a e dole a3Y Aol AL
Os s 3929 dhill ugds dde slus dedats ¢y5ls dgB
BSalozbl sl 529 «530,8 s o UVl g ol «sodll OLjles
ol OWgs pudlis Cum (il mls Olls dgmadls Olpl Jie
sl Bocd 5V sy G godl Ll B 8le Bsill e ST
J51s LeadlsYl g8l il Cu sdeduazbl Joll J515 g5
oo M55 e dilal Gg )0 agis I Jso)

1l el Busll Ol dubew 0L dubyall ods los dU
oo QW goll Gig eus Vg 03359 JoVI O3lsdl Lalasl &
Joloss 8y 88 .dahaill )i 1hags 58V &l Ble 0jlsl
Logmad! Jio dSuboztl Joudl gu O3lsd) 3355 3ot SLY))
Jolseg Ladeds (o Oln) B 3355 «Olply ddlrls «Olnls
e J] Jhidby puate edd] el hwy Joull Jls lyssd
581> Azl (Olyl e Lgbssed Basabl SLYg Ol LIS (=dlg)l
2o Lo tdlal Gy, agas Ul Jsal Jols ladsds ob3) oleb
Basxil) SLYsU daddYl plall (e Camdns lyazal

aduagll qd pAaill alc] Vgl

WUl 83yWl wpal o :dxS o
duyell calygll

Gl dihie ¢ Dgedl dadlindl plall 083 ol sy
Baoukl L)) dulew 4y Witiud I adl] oo dzig bawsYl
€5 O oo w Y dahill § deslucll OYsoull O] 3] syl
Ohidly pllas ] duwdly dakl e 5o b ] dubiud] 2lo
Se¥ly pally dewsy) ddodll $sdll o eoyd 2o (o4oig9
Cuo alad ol dimylsd) dulead) lowd ) Oguasds Lo g5Vl
loditis Lpluled amabl SWSH ey @350 O gosbl e
(gziliel Jas J] Lsedl hedlas oo y=e

Jo= Bugue Olalds shisls § L3 mie Slss Ougd il
OSJ SR 0yl asy Jaws¥l Gl dihaie § Ladsdig Layed
3331 Gyedl Cllud £L3L ysdlas e Culasls u gsT Jas ML)
1ol 4aSy Jol Jso ysmads pdlall ColS lauis 1S us ]

1§ dodl 0l Copb 2
John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, "The Case for Offshore Balancing:
A Superior U.S. Grand Strategy" in Foreign Affairs (July/August 2016 issue).
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