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The Revival of National and Civil Reconstruction in Algeria from

the Perspective of the Use of History and Identity in the Time of
the Hirak
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This article examines how the Hirak illustrates a renewal of nation-building and
civic practices in contemporary Algeria. To do so, it takes alook at the use of history
and identity during the mobilization of 2019 and 2020. The Hirak has produced a
joint social and political distinction process through the exchanges of discourses
and representations about Algeria's history in a moment of contentious politics;
doing so, the Hirak has used portraits of former political figures and historical
events to propose an alternate view of Algeria's history, now appropriated by the
people. Concerning identity, the widespread use of the Berber flag and solidarity
practices throughout the national territory, following its informal ban, shows the
emergence of a pluralist conception of the Algerian society. The paper concludes
that Algerians are on the way to establish a polity beyond primordialism and
patron-client's relationships, and that a modern citizens' nationhood is on the
brink of emergence.

Algeria, Hirak, National Identity, Nation State.
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