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Most initial readings have exhausted their explanations for failure, or stumbling,
of the democratic transition process in Tunisia. Given the country’s weak political
performance, lack of economic achievement, and worsening corruption, the need
has emerged to consider the role of political culture in events since the Tunisian
revolution up until President Kais Saied declared a state of emergency on 25 July 2021.
Contrary to the prevailing trend in the literature on democratic transition, which has
often overlooked the importance of a minimum level of civil political culture taking
root, there is an urgent need to recognize its vital role in ensuring the success of any
transitional process, especially in the early stages. This paper argues that the absence of
a minimum level of political culture has contributed to the fragility of the transitional
process in Tunisia, making democracy vulnerable to failure and to the reproduction
of authoritarian patterns. Therefore, strengthening this culture becomes a necessity to
ensure the sustainability of the democratic transition and avoid setbacks.
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