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Transnational Activism and the Evolution of Human Rights in
Post-2013 Coup Egypt
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The paper focuses on transnational human rights activism and its efforts to influence
the human rights landscape in Egypt. It argues that the global human rights system
has provided a space for resisting authoritarianism in Egypt and that its significance
has grown amid the widespread restrictions on civil and political rights, as well as
the forced or voluntary relocation of many human rights activists and political actors
into exile. The paper further reveals that the extent of the Egyptian government’s
response to pressures from transnational networks is shaped by domestic, regional,
and international conditions and factors—including the impact of counter-
discourses and strategies that enable authoritarian regimes to contain and weaken
the effects of transnational networks. The paper draws on a diverse set of primary
and secondary sources, including publications from international and local human
rights organizations, government statements, and media reports, in addition to semi-
structured interviews with a group of Egyptian human rights defenders.

Egypt, Human Rights, Transnational Activism, Egyptian Political System,
Human Rights Organizations.
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