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Marx’s Concept of Freedom
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Abstract: This article seeks to explore Karl Marx conceptualizing of freedom,
in relation to his overall philosophy. Although Marx did not address the concept
of freedom explicitly and directly, yet, he did not overlook it; on the contrary, it
has special significance within all his works. The interrelated materialist nature
of Marx philosophy makes it possible to investigate and capture the concept
within many of his works, and in its relation to other fundamental concepts in his
philosophy such as species—essence, human nature, and alienation.

Keywords: Freedom, Human nature, Species essence/being, Alienation,
Liberalism.
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(2) Karl Marx, Grundrisse: Foundations of The Critique of Political Economy, Martin Nicolaus (trans.) (New York:
Penguin Books, 1993), p. 84.

(3) Karl Marx, «The German Ideology,» in: Robert C. Tucker (ed.), The Marx—Engels Reader (New York: W.W. Norton
& Company, 1978), p. 158.
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(8) Philip Pettit, «Liberty and Leviathan,» Politics, Philosophy & Economics, vol. 4, no. 1 (2005), p. 136.
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(12) Marx, Grundrisse, p. 515.
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Isaiah Berlin, «Two Concepts of Liberty,» in: Isaiah Berlin, Four Essays on Liberty (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1971), pp. 118-172.
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(18) Marx, «The German Ideology,» pp. 170-171.

(19) Karl Marx, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, Martin Milligan (trans.), (Amherst, MA; New York:
Prometheus Books, 1988), p. 76.
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